An Old English Experiment

British Literature: J. Keeler

Fæder ure þu þe eart on heofonum;

Si þin nama gehalgod

to becume þin rice

gewurþe ðin willa

on eorðan swa swa on heofonum.

urne gedæghwamlican hlaf syle us todæg

and forgyf us ure gyltas

swa swa we forgyfað urum gyltendum

and ne gelæd þu us on costnunge

ac alys us of yfele soþlice

When you look at the above, it is easy to think that it written in a language separate from what we speak today. There are unfamiliar letters and odd constructions that only hint at Modern English. However, if you lived in between 450-1066 in England, this would be the language you spoke—Old English. 

Our purpose in this investigation is to determine just how many words come from Old English roots using a self-generated passage. 
1. Complete the hypothesis below:

I believe that _______ % of the words I will use come from Old English.

2. Now, using no slang, jargon, or colloquialism, write a 100-word journal describing how you spent your summer. Your journal should be as close to 100-words as possible. 

3. After writing your passage, visit www.etymonline.com. For each word you wrote (and some will repeat), type the word into the search engine. Circle the word if it originates from Old English.

a. OE means Old English. 

b. Some of the words will reference others (see X). Hit the word it tells you to see. The word may also be in bold. 

4. After you have circled all of the words that come from OE, count them. 

a. _______ of 100 came from Old English

b. _______ of 100 came from some other language.

5. After you have determined the percentage of words that come from Old English, write a paragraph in which you discuss your findings. Include how this information impacts your study and understanding of the English language. 
