Literary Terminology On-Going Project

AP English: Ms. Keeler


Rationale: An effective literary critic knows what to look for within a text. By defining and placing literary terminology into context, you will strengthen your skills as a reader and writer. This assignment will be worth 20% of your final grade. It is imperative that you understand literary terminology in order to succeed in this class and in college. 

Assignment Details:

1. Each week you will choose 10 literary terms from the handout entitled Mr. Progreba’s Literary Devices and complete the form on the back of this sheet using works of literary merit as examples. 

2. You must define the term. 

3. You must then go into a text, give an example of the term, and explain the following:

a. Context—I must know what is going on in the text when the quote appears. You must explain any significant relationships among characters, including conflicts that exist.

b. Concept—Explain the significance of the quote you have chosen. 

c. Connection—How does this further the theme of the work? Why does the author use this literary device?

4. You may use past or current readings of literary merit. 

5. Each entry is worth 10 points, which will add to 100. At the end of 9-weeks, you should have 900 points. 

6. All entries should be in one notebook with NOTHING ELSE in it. This should be a single-subject college-ruled spiral bound notebook. I WILL NOT ACCEPT ANYTHING ELSE!

7. All entries should be written legibly in blue or black ink. 

8. All entries should differ. If you and another person have the same entries, the whole assignment will receive a 0. Remember your plagiarism handout!!! 

9. Notebooks will be accepted each Friday, regardless if you have class on Friday. You may place the notebooks in the basket provided for your class. They will be taken home at the end of the school day. DO NOT SHOW UP WITH A NOTEBOOK ON MONDAY. I WILL NOT ACCEPT IT. 

An Example:

Symbol

	Definition
	Something that suggests or stands for something else without losing its original identity. In literature, symbols combine their literal meaning with the suggestion of an abstract concept.



	Example
	“Like him, she was lefthanded or she played chess with her left hand…He leaned forward and moved his bishop and mated her in four moves.” (All the Pretty Horses, pg. 133)



	Function

Context

Concept

Connection


	This chess game between John Grady and Alejandra’s godmother symbolizes the competition that they are in for Alejandra herself. This game of chess, which takes place between these two characters as John is trying to ascertain what his chances are of his relationship with Alejandra receiving approval from the family, represents the greater chess game between these two competing characters. Although John Grady wins the first couple of games and seems to be well on his way to achieving his goal, in the end it is the godmother who triumphs. This directly mirrors John Grady’s and the godmother’s lives: although John Grady wins Alejandra’s affections initially, in the end he loses her. When he takes “her queen” he is literally winning the chess match by taking the queen, but he is also on a symbolic level attempting to take the godmother’s true “queen,” Alejandra, who the godmother is determined to keep from suffering the same misfortunes she endured. 

The lack of dialogue between the characters during the match further reinforces the quiet competition they are engaging in; one that is not violent but is indeed fierce. The intellectual nature of he chess match also enhances the choice that Alejandra ultimately makes near the end of the novel: leaving John and opting instead for the security (and wealth) of her family. This choice reflects the cool and calculating logic of a chess match rather than the passion of the heart.


