Hamlet 

Act III Study Guide

Scene 1

1.  What is Claudius’ opinion of Hamlet’s madness? What action does he decide to take?

Why?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  To what idea of Hamlet’s madness does Polonius cling?

________________________________________________________________________

3.  Describe and explain Hamlet’s treatment of Ophelia. Is Hamlet aware that he is being

watched?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  What is your opinion of Ophelia’s reactions to her father’s ideas?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  What ideas are suggested in Hamlet’s speech “To be, or not to be . . .”?


a.  _______________________________________________________________


b.  _______________________________________________________________


c.  _______________________________________________________________


d.  _______________________________________________________________


e.  _______________________________________________________________


f.  _______________________________________________________________


g.  _______________________________________________________________
6.  What gives a universal quality to this speech?

________________________________________________________________________

7.  What does Ophelia say about Hamlet?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Scene 2

1.  Why does Hamlet trust and admire Horatio?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  When Hamlet speaks to Ophelia, what shows that he has lost faith in her?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  What does the play-within-a-play reveal?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  What is Hamlet’s attitude toward Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  What is Hamlet prepared to do at this point in the play?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Scene 3

1.  How does Claudius feel about himself? What has changed?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  Why doesn’t Hamlet kill Claudius when he has the opportunity?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Scene 4

1.  How does Hamlet behave towards his mother?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  What changes after the ghost?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  What happens to Polonius?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Describe Gertrude’s reactions to Hamlet.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  Do you feel Gertrude is guilty in any way?  Explain.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.  Do you believe Hamlet when he says he is only pretending to be mad?  Explain.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

All Scenes, for the following quotes, determine the act/scene, speaker, context, figurative language present, and thematic implications of the following quotes. 

1. The harlot's cheek, beautied with plastering art,/Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it/Than is my deed to my most painted word:/O heavy burthen!

2. Take these again; for to the noble mind/Rich gifts wax poor when givers prove unkind.

3. I am very/proud, revengeful, ambitious, with more offences at/my beck than I have thoughts to put them in,/imagination to give them shape, or time to act them/in.

4. he shall with speed to England,/For the demand of our neglected tribute/Haply the seas and countries different/With variable objects shall expel/This something-settled matter in his heart,/Whereon his brains still beating puts him thus/From fashion of himself.
5. Sblood, do you think that I am easier to be played on than a pipe? Call me what instrument you will, though you can fret me you cannot play upon me

6.  Let me be cruel, not unnatural:/I will speak daggers to her, but use none;/ my tongue and soul in this be hypocrites,--

7. Behind the arras I’ll convey myself/ To hear the process; I warrant she’ll tax him home:

8.  My stronger guilt defeats my strong intent;/ And, like a man to double business bound

9. But in our circumstance and course of thought/ ‘Tis heavy with him: and am I , then, reveng’d,/ To take him in the purging of his soul,/When he is fit and season’d for his passage?

10.  My words fly up, my thoughts remain below:/ Words without thoughts never to heaven go

11.  You go not till I set you up a glass/ Where you may see the inmost part of you

12.  I took thee for thy better: take thy fortune;/ Thous find’st to be too busy is some danger—

13.  Repent what’s past; avoid what is to come;/ And do not spread the compost on the weeds,/ To make them ranker…

