Hamlet 

Act II Study Guide

Scene 1

1.  What has occurred between Acts I and II?


a.  _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________


b.  _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2.  What do Polonius and Ophelia decide about Hamlet’s behavior?  _________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  How do you think Ophelia treated Hamlet?  Imagine you are Ophelia.  How would you treat Hamlet?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

4.  What does Polonius’ actions in this scene reveal about how he feels about his son?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Scene 2

1.  What are Rosencrantz and Guildenstern instructed to find out?  __________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2.  What will Claudius and Polonius attempt to discover?  _________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

3.  How are Fortinbras and Hamlet similar?  ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

4.  How are they different?  _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

5.  Why has Fortinbras changed his plan to attack Denmark?  ______________________

_______________________________________________________________________

6.  Why does the King hire Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to act as spies?  ____________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

7.  How does Hamlet feel about Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?  Why?  ______________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

8.  What is the story of Hecuba and Priam?  ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

9.  What is Hamlet’s reaction to the story?  _____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

10.  Explain Hamlet’s state of mind as revealed by his soliloquy.  ___________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

11.  What idea does Hamlet get from having the players in the court?  _______________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

All Scenes, for the following quotes, determine the act/scene, speaker, context, figurative language present, and thematic implications of the following quotes. 

1. Something have you heard

Of Hamlet's transformation; so call it,

Sith nor the exterior nor the inward man

Resembles that it was. What it should be,

More than his father's death, that thus hath put him

So much from the understanding of himself,

I cannot dream of:

2. 'Doubt thou the stars are fire;

Doubt that the sun doth move;

Doubt truth to be a liar;

But never doubt I love.

3. Be you and I behind an arras then;

Mark the encounter: if he love her not

And be not from his reason fall'n thereon,

Let me be no assistant for a state,

But keep a farm and carters.

4. How pregnant sometimes his replies are! a happiness

that often madness hits on, which reason and sanity

could not so prosperously be delivered of.

5. And yet, to me,

what is this quintessence of dust? man delights not

me: no, nor woman neither, though by your smiling

you seem to say so.

6. The spirit that I have seen

May be the devil: and the devil hath power

To assume a pleasing shape; yea, and perhaps

Out of my weakness and my melancholy,

As he is very potent with such spirits,

Abuses me to damn me: I'll have grounds

More relative than this: the play 's the thing

Wherein I'll catch the conscience of the king.

