Group One: Tone and Diction

· Using your tone vocabulary, create a thesis for the tone of each poem. 

· If the tone shifts, identify those shifts in each poem.   

· Support your thesis with evidence from the text of diction that best supports that tone. Be ready to elaborate what (general) type of diction the poet uses to create tone.  

· You will present your findings to class. 

Group Two: Structure

· Using your notes, tell what type of poem each one is: lyric, ballad, epic, blank verse, free verse,  sonnet, etc. 

· Tell how many stanzas the poem has. Why is it broken (or unbroken) in that manner? What is the poet trying to convey using that structure? 

· List elements of parallelism, elliptical structure, and tell why the poet uses these structures. How does it help convey the theme or tone?
Group Three: Theme

· Determine the themes present in each of the poems. 

· How are these themes universal? (How could you apply these themes to other pieces of literature, songs, or film? Be specific.)

· List elements of the poem: rhythm, figurative language, imagery, that helped you determine the theme(s).  

Group Four: History

· When were the poems published?

· What events in history surround the poems?
· How do these historical events influence the theme or events of the poem?
· What political views do you feel the author held based on these poem?

