Chapter 1

1. Where did Elie Wiesel spend his childhood?

2. What is Elie’s father’s position in the town? What kind of father is he?

3. Name his 3 sisters.

4. Describe Moshe the Beadle. 

5. Write an example of a simile on the first page and tell how it lends to the description. 

6. What happens to Moshe in the beginning of chapter 1—be detailed in your description. 

7. Upon his return, what story does Moshe relate?

8. Why don’t the people of Sighet believe Moshe’s story? What does this suggest about humanity?

9. Why does he say he came back?

10. How do the people of Sighet feel about the Germans at first?

11. What rights did the Jews lose after Passover?

12. Why were the Jews forced to live in the Ghettos?

13. What news does Elie’s father learn the Saturday before Pentecost?

14. Describe the scene on pp 14&15(leaving the ghetto). Please do not copy the words. How does it make you feel?

15. Why do the citizens resist the truth of their situation?

16. What chances did Elie’s father miss of escaping? 

17. Why do you think Elie’s family refused to be separated from each other when offered refuge?

18. How does the Gestapo keep people from jumping out of the trains?

Use quotes to support the following themes. 

Chapter 2

1. How many people are on each car?

2. Describe the conditions on the train.

3. How does this description of the conditions make you feel? (25-words with evidence)

4. Explain “our eyes were opened, but too late.” Where is the train at this point?

5. What is foreshadowed by Madame Schacter’s nightmare?

6. What did the people on the train do to quiet her?

7. How does Madame Schacter’s son react to the actions of the passengers?

8. Assuming that you are the same age, how would you react in this situation?

9. Where does the train finally stop?

10. What do you think is causing the burning?

Chapter 3

1. What is going to possibly happen to the prisoners at the camp?

2. What happens to Elie’s family at the camp?

3. When questioned by the SS officer, why did Elie lie about his age and occupation?

4. What does he say? What does his father say?

5. What was the first horrifying sight that Elie disbelieved?

6. What do Elie and the others recite as they near the crematory?

7. Explain what Elie means when he says, “Never shall I forget these flames which consumed my faith forever.”

8. How has Elie changed in a short time?

9. What was Bella Katz forced to do once he was chosen for his strength?

10. What was Elie’s reaction when his father was hit? Why do you think he reacted in this manner?

11. What was the inscription on the iron door of Auschwitz? Why is this inscription ironic?

12. Describe the “compulsory formality” at the entrance to all camps. 

13. What sort of identification was used on the prisoners? Why?

14. Why was the prisoner in charge of Elie’s block removed from his position?

15. What does the Pole in charge of Elie’s group advise him to do?

16. How do some of the prisoner’s rationalize the actions against them in relation to God? Do you agree or disagree with their opinions?

Chapter 4 

17. What were the objectives of the medical examinations?

18. Why were the Jewish musicians not allowed to play music by Beethoven?

19. How did Elie initially avid losing his gold crown?

20. Describe Idek. Why does he attack Elie?

21. Whom did Elie meet years later on the Paris Metro?

22. Describe Elie’s reaction to Idek’s attack on his father. Why does he react in this manner?

23. What happened to Elie and his father when Franek asked for Elie’s gold crown?

24. Why does Elie get whipped?

25. Describe the scene with the soup cauldrons. How does it make you feel? Why?

26. During one hanging, Elie and the others prisoners cried. What made this hanging different from the others?

27. Why does the soup taste of corpses?

Chapter 5

1. How does Elie react to Rosh Hashanah?

2. Why didn’t Elie fast on Yom Kippur?

3. What advice was Elie given to pass the selection process?

4. How did Elie’s father respond when he learned his name had been written down?

5. What does he give Elie as an inheritance? 

6. What did Akiba Drumer ask the others to do for him? Did they do it? Why?

7. Why is Elie placed in the hospital?

8. Why was the camp to be evacuated?

9. What did Elie learn of the fate of those who stayed behind in the hospital?

10. Why did the prisoners clean the barracks before evacuating? Why is this ironic?

####Remember to turn in your four examples of irony from the chapter, what type of irony it falls under, and why is it ironic. 

Chapter 6

1. What happened to anyone who could not keep up with the march?

2. How many miles did the men march?

3. How did Zalman die?

4. Why does Elie try to keep his father awake?

5. What horrible ralization did Elie come to concerning Rabbi Eliahou and his son? How did Elie respond to this?

6. What happens when the men go to the barracks?

7. What was Juliek’s last act? 

8. What does the broken violin symbolize?

9. Hoe did Elie help his father when selection was made?

10. Why did the officers laugh at the Jews?

Chapter 7

11. How did Elie again help his father when they were on the train?

12. Why does the scene years later affect Elie so greatly?

13. Describe the scene Elie witnessed between father and son. What does it suggest about humanity?

14. Why were the men wailing?

15. Where had they arrived? 

16. How many exited the wagon?

Chapter 8

17. Explain how the father/son roles had been reversed in the case of Elie and his father.

18. Why doesn’t Elie want to find his father? How would you behave in this situation?

19. Why is his father beaten in the barracks?

20. What does Elie think of the advice given to him by the head of the block?

21. What are the last words of his father?

Chapter 9

22. What happened April 5th?

23. What was the resistance movement? What did they do?

24. What do the prisoners do when they are freed?

25. What does Elie see in the mirror when he looks back at his reflection for the first time since his imprisonment? What word comes to his mind?

26. In what ways is his reflected image symbolic of his internal self as well as a description of his physical appearance?

27. Why can he never forget the look he saw in the eyes of his reflection?

28. Why don’t the prisoners seek revenge? What does this suggest about humanity?

Essay Questions for Study

In paragraph form, you need to answer each of the following questions. You are not limited to one paragraph. You must provide specific examples from the book. Three of these questions will be on your exam. Four to five sentence responses will not earn full credit. 

1. Dehumanization is the process by which the Nazis gradually reduced the Jews to little more than “things” which were a nuisance. Discuss at least three specific examples of events that occurred which dehumanized Eliezer, his father, or his fellow Jews.

2. After Eliezer’s father was beaten b Idek, a Kapo, Eliezer says, “I had watched the whole scene without moving. I kept quiet. In fact I was thinking of how to get farther away so that I would not be hit myself. What is more, any anger I felt at that moment was directed, not against the Kapo, but against my father. I was angry with him, for not knowing how to avoid Idek’s outbreak. That is what concentration camp life had made of me.” Discuss what the last line signifies. Discuss how his attitude changes throughout the novel. 

3. Discuss why you think the townspeople remained complacent despite the advance of the German army.

4. Discuss why Eliezer lied to Stein, his relative, about Stein’s family. Discuss whether or not you think he was morally right in doing so. 

5. Discuss the significance of “night” in the novel. Cite examples from the story to support your answer. 

