The Odyssey: Vocabulary Week 2


1. Cinch [n] a firm hold; [v] to bind firmly

2. Cleave [v] to cling to

3. Coax (v) to encourage through flattery

4. Cockle [v] to contract into wrinkles or rise in short waves
5. Codger (n) an often mildly eccentric and usually elderly fellow <old codger>

6. Concoct [v] to create or fabricate
7. Congenial [adj] agreeable or pleasing in nature

8. Consort [n] a companion or agreement; [v] to associate with
9. Contrive (v) to invent, to plot 
10. Convoy (n)  group of ships, vehicles, etc. traveling together or under escort

11. Cow (v) to destroy the resolve or courage of ; to bring to a state or an action by intimidation 

12. Cower [v) to cringe, recoil, tremble in fear
13. Craven [adj] cowardly

14. Debauch [v] to corrupt or pervert (usually in a sensual way)
15. Decree [n] a law or an order
16. Demur [v] to object to or linger
17. Deft (adj] to be very skilled at 
18. Distraught (adj) being deeply upset
19. Don [v] to dress in or put on
20. Doting (adj) fond, loving, devoted or foolish
Part One

Use the context of the sentences to fill in the blanks with the given vocabulary words. 

1. We traveled together in a xxx across the desert because if one of the cars overheated, we could render aid. 
2. Corsets used to xxx women’s waists so tightly that it would cause fainting. This fainting is where women got the reputation of being delicate and weak.

3. Criminals usually xxx those around them by threatening to hurt their families. 

4. He was a xxx boyfriend and even rubbed her feet at night: the feet she used to walk to her other boyfriend’s house during lunch everyday. 

5. I tried to xxx DeAngelo into changing my tire by praising his gargantuan biceps, but he saw through my ruse told me to do it myself. 

6. The recent school xxx banning large earrings because they are distracting perplexes me, for anyone distracted by earrings would probably be distracted anyway. 
7. Gretchen has a generally xxx demeanor; however, she cursed out Marco yesterday after he dumped her for Shavon. 

8. Whenever I drop off my son at school, he xxxs to me as if he spends his days being waterboarded instead of dancing and learning phonics. 
9. I xxxed a plausible story about Eric’s car running out of gas in Marietta so that my mom wouldn’t ground me. 
10. When Talia found out that tickets were sold out for Friday’s concert, she was so xxx that she accidentally set her Ed Sheeran shrine on fire while crying to “Lego House.” 

11. Some young women choose to marry xxxs for money, but I find that practice quite distasteful. 

12. When I was in middle school, I once xxxed black lipstick and a pinned curtain to school. This could be one of the reasons I wasn’t invited to join cotillion. 

13. Now that I’m old my forehead xxxs whenever I express surprise, yet the wrinkles remain after relaxing my eyebrows. Ugh. 
14. Garai invited her to his house, but she xxxed because she knew no one else would be there. 

15. Although annoying advice from a parent, choosing your xxxs can be the difference between jail, rehab, and college. 

16. I knew that his smile was xxxed by the way that he glared down at me as he was a lion stalking the last antelope in the vale. 

17.  He pretends to be tough, but the sound of thunder makes him xxx. 
18. Stealing what someone else worked hard to earn is a xxx act. 

19. I’m fairly xxx at cooking Indian food, but I can’t fry an egg without decimating the yolk. 

20. Adolescents are usually xxxed with the promise of popularity and peer pressure. 
Part Two

Create your own sentences. You may change the tense of the word.

Part Three
Match the synonym with the word
	1. Cinch 

2. Cleave 

3. Coax 

4. Cockle 
5. Codger 
6. Concoct 
7. Congenial

8. Consort 
9. Contrive 
10. Convoy 
11. Cow 
12. Cower 

13. Craven 

14. Debauch 
15. Decree 

16. Demur 

17. Deft 

18. Distraught 

19. Don 
20. Doting 


	A. quail, shrink, kowtow
B. enrobe, wear

C. constrict, manacle, bandage

D. fatuous, devoted, adoring

E. affable, harmonious, complaisant

F. adroit, agile, artful

G. crank, miser, curmudgeon

H. devise, fabricate, fashion

I. contrive, manufacture, engineer

J. sully, pollute, debase

K. adhere, affix, cement

L. pack, group, cavalcade
M. evade, balk, oppose

N. rumple, crinkle, crimp

O. subdue, abash, daunt

P. lure, wheedle, induce

Q. frantic, flustered, discomposed

R. dastardly, timorous, pusillanimous

S. ordinance, directive, precept

T. chaperon, escort, guard


Part Four

Illustrate the vocabulary words. All words must have hand-rendered drawings.  

Part Five
Be ready for the quiz on Friday. 
