Old English: A Task in Pronunciation

British Lit: J. Keeler


Below is a pronunciation guide for Old English and a passage from Beowulf written in its original language. Your task is to recite the passage in Old English using the Old English Alphabet. You may want to write the passage phonetically and practice from there. You will be graded on your pronunciation (30 points), fluency (30 points) , expression (20 points) and audibility (20 points).
Old English Alphabet
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Old English 

[image: image2.png]bpet: Pe hapdena 1w geapdagum,

beodcymunga,  ppym geppunon,

hu da pelingas  ellen ppemedon.
Opc8cyld Sceping  ceabena ppeatum,
monegum maghum,  meodosetla ofzeah,
cgfode coplas. . 8yddan apeft peapd
peafceapz punden, e pres ppogpe gebad,
peox undep polenum, peopdmyndum pah,
odpaet him aghpyle  papa ymbfrccendpa
ofep hponpade  hypan feolde,

comban £yldan.

Hweet! We Gardena
peodcyninga,

hu 3 epelingas
Oft Scyld Scefing

in geardagum,
brym gefrunon,
ellen fremedon.
sceabena preatum,

monegum maghum,  meodosetla ofteah,
egsode corlas,  Syddan wrest weard

feasceaft funden,  he paes frofre gebad,

weox under wolcnum,  weordmyndum pah,
odpat him aghwyle  para ymbsittendra

ofer hronrade
gomban gyldan.

hyran scolde,




Modern English version

LO, praise of the prowess of people-kings
of spear-armed Danes, in days long sped,
we have heard, and what honor the athelings won!
Oft Scyld the Scefing from squadroned foes,
from many a tribe, the mead-bench tore,
awing the earls. Since erst he lay
friendless, a foundling, fate repaid him:
for he waxed under welkin, in wealth he throve,
till before him the folk, both far and near,
who house by the whale-path, heard his mandate,
gave him gifts:
