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A Response to “Resume”


I enjoy the cynicism of Dorothy Parker’s “Resume.” It is as if she has tried or thought of every way to leave this cruel world, only to have the method be more of a hassle than it is worth. Sometimes the parts do not equal the whole. It reminds me of the time when I was desperately trying to lose weight and decided that I was tired of dieting. I was determined to become bulimic because that would be easier than stepping my corpulent behind on a treadmill. But when I went to the toilet and tried to gag myself, I ended up pulling a muscle underneath my chin from gagging.  In the end, I felt more stupid than when I started. It was pathetic that trying to make myself vomit was more of an effort than exercising. And I laughed harder at myself than I had laughed at anything in months. You could call it one of those hilarious failures of life. Everyone has them. And this poem seems to speak to those failures. 
 I also think that the poem speaks to the reader because almost everybody has thought of suicide, whether the thought was fleeting or lingers still. And it speaks to those who have been at some sort of crisis and have made the half-hearted attempt to end everything, only to become too scared to complete the act.  Sometimes being alive is to live with pain that never disappears. Dorothy Parker obviously has had some pain in her life. Whether it is a loved one constantly putting you down or a tragedy that you never guessed would intrude into your life, bad circumstances abound. And you cannot just give up on life. Instead of killing yourself, you should just realize that “you might as well live” and see that with all of the pain comes the beauty of life. So sit back and enjoy the ride. 
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A Response to “Alone with Everybody”

Charles Bukowski’s “Alone with Everybody,” written in free verse, relies on repetition of words and phrases to emphasize the point that everyone goes through life unfulfilled and that the search for true love is pointless. In the poem, the narrator sarcastically comments that in the end, there is no such person as “the one.” 
The poet uses the repetition of “and” to show the cyclical nature of the hunt. Just as people are born, they are doomed to repeat the futile search for love and all of its rituals. It is fate that we are born, that women act irrationally in the midst of a romantic crisis (“break vases against the walls”), that men shuffle off and bury themselves in something other than the current problem (“drink”), and that “nobody finds the one.” The word “and” links all of these ideas and shows how the process perpetually repeats despite gender, culture, or age. It also shows the speakers general cynicism in that “and” becomes almost conversational. 
In the fourth stanza, the poet also gives us several images of things that “fill” to contrast the human heart in stanza five, which will never “fill.” He repeats so many images—madhouses, junkyards, graveyards, dumps, and hospitals—to show that though the refuse of the world fills, our hearts never will.  Perhaps it is in our hunt for “the one” that we become mad, sick, or dead refuse ourselves. We spend our lives searching for this perfect person and end up hollow shells of who we were intended to be. 
The poem is written in free verse because it reinforces the speaker’s pessimistic tone. A strict rhythm would subvert the message of the poem. Bukowski instead maintains a loose rhythm through repetition, which reinforces his theme of love’s failure. 

** Note that the first example is a strict Reader’s Response. It references the poem and personalizes the theme. The second example is more of an analysis. It delves into how the poet uses language to reveal his theme. 

***The page numbers are both #1 because they are considered separate assignments. 

