Poetry Response Assignment

AP English: Keeler


Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is for you to connect with and appreciate poetry from a personal perspective. This will strengthen your reading, writing, and analytic skills. 
Assignment: You will write a total of seven poetry responses each quarter, equaling twenty-eight for the year.  You should choose one poem from the poems I have given you and that are posted on my website, and then you should write a response to that poem.  
These responses should be a minimum of one typed page and in MLA format. 
What should you write on a poetry response?  You may approach this assignment several ways.  Sometimes students write an analysis of the poem.  They explain what is going on in the poem and relate what they think the theme is.  Other students begin with the theme and elaborate on that, while some apply the poem to themselves by relating a personal experience.  Occasionally a student will write a response on one line from the poem.  What you do with the response is up to you as long as you say something.  Do not spend time telling how you could not understand the poem no matter how you tried.  Naturally, I do not expect you to like all the poems, but if you dislike a poem because of its content or style, then support that with specifics.  

Read all the poems from the list every week.  Read them at different times, in different places, and in different moods.  You will notice how the poems will reveal themselves to you over the weeks.  Although you are only required to respond on paper to one poem, you should become acquainted with all the poems on the list.
Grading: You will be graded according to the six-trait rubric given to you at the beginning of the year. As far as content, your only requirement is that you reference the poem. 

Due Dates: You are responsible for these dates whether or not we have class on that date. You will turn in your responses before first period or upon entering the classroom. Each due date is a Friday. These will not be accepted late. 
First Semester:  8/19, 8/26, 9/2, 9/9, 9/16, 9/23, 10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 12/2, 12/9
Second Semester: 1/6, 1/13, 1/27, 2/3, 2/10, 2/24, 3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 3/30, 4/13, 4/20, 4/27, 5/4
