Romeo and Juliet

paragraph writing prompts

Act 2

1. Write a character description of either Friar Lawrence or the Nurse.  What kind of person are they?  What role do they have in the plot of Romeo and Juliet?  Do you approve of their actions in helping Romeo and Juliet? Use quotations from the play to support your answer.

2. Friar Lawrence is introduced in act 2 scene 3 talking about the ‘two opposed camps’ that are in every living thing—good and evil.  Everything in life, he says, can be good or bad, depending on how it is used.  Do you agree?  Give an example from the play, and one from your life.

3. Several times in Act 2, Juliet seems to doubt the value of words.  In the balcony scene, (2.2) she famously asks “what’s in a name?” and later in scene 6 she says “they are but beggars who can count their worth [in words]” (2.6.32).  Do you agree with her, that words can’t capture the most important feelings and ideas in life?  Use specific examples from the play, or from your own experience, to support your answer.

