Responsibilities of a Journalist
· To Be Credible or Believable

· A good journalist must maintain a credible record by being ethical in reporting. (We will learn more about ethics in a later chapter.)

· Also, sources must be credible. A good journalist wouldn’t get quotes from a drunk bum on the corner because they probably won’t correctly remember the facts. 

· To Verify Sources and Information

· Sources must be verified in terms of name, relationship to the news, and reliability. Someone you thought was a witness might not have been once you fact check.

· Information has to be checked!!!! One witness might have stated that a shooting happened at midnight, but three others might say it happened at 12:15. Or, someone might say that the principal said we won’t have any pep rallies, but you have to check via the principal, that he/she said that. You always have to check facts!!!!

· To Be Objective

· With the exception of editorials, no one cares what you believe. Sometimes you have to cover topics about which you feel strongly. For example, you can be anti-abortion, but you might have to cover the grand opening of a new abortion clinic. You have to remain outside of the story and report it with no bias. You present the facts, not your opinion. 

· Also, you have to get quotes from both sides of a contentious issue. For example, if reporting on same-sex marriage, you must get an equal amount of quotes from both sides of the issue. Every side deserves a voice in journalism. (This is why Fox News is not a reliable source!)

