The Speech

American Literature and Composition

Purpose:
The purpose of this assignment is to strengthen your writing, reasoning, and oratory skills. This project will allow you synthesize your knowledge of persuasive techniques by writing and performing an original speech. 

Result:

Your task is to write an original, reasonable, and persuasive speech and deliver it to class wherein you will apply your knowledge of rhetoric. Your speech will be five minutes in length.  It will be timed.
Grading:

You will receive a research grade (test), a writing grade (writing), a delivery grade (project), and an audience grade (project).  Your grades in any category will become null if you do not complete the other tasks. For example, if you write the speech, but choose not to present, you will still receive a 0 in the writing and research categories. Or, if you write and deliver, but do not cite your research appropriately, you will receive a 0 in all categories. 

You will also have numerous in-class grades.  If you choose to sit instead of working on your speech because you “can do this at home,” you will receive a 0. My job is to teach you, not to babysit you. 
Task:

1. You must determine a topic. You will use the topic sheet to narrow it. You will then submit your topic for approval. 
a. You must stick with the approved topic. 

b.  You cannot write about legalizing marijuana, outlawing abortion, or eradicating the death penalty. Those topics have been written about and debated about in high school since 1960+. They are done.  I also reserve the right to deny inappropriate or inarguable topics. 
2. You must research your topic using the internet. We will only spend two days in the lab conducting research. If you have not finished in two days, you are responsible for researching before or after class. 
a. You must use the research sheet to complete your research.  The research sheet has parentheses for your in-text parenthetical documentation. 

b. You must have four sources for your topic. You must use one source (of the four) for your rebuttal section. 

c. You may not use Wikipedia. It is unreliable. 

3. You must complete a Works Cited. This bibliography is part of your research and writing grade. 

a. The Works Cited must be in MLA format to be credited. 
b. The Works Cited can be generated online via www.easybib.com J
i. Just be sure you hit MLA.
ii.  Enter the website or the information of the source you are using, and then hit the Cite This button.

iii. Cut and paste the information into a Word Document. Then, format the Works Cited. 
c. See the sample Works Cited

4. You will outline your speech. Without an outline, you will have no writing grade. 

a. You must use the format provided. You may handwrite the outline or you may electronically erase the lines and type your information.

5. You will write your speech. You must type your speech using the MLA guidelines.

a. In your speech, you will utilize rhetorical techniques we have studied. You must use two types of appeals (logos, ethos, and pathos), one analogy(metaphor or simile fall under this category), on example of syntax (repetition, sentence variety , or rhetorical questioning) , and one other piece of figurative language (imagery, personification, allusion, oxymoron, etc). 

6. You will deliver your speech.  You will be graded on how well you orate. 
a. On the day you deliver your speech, you will be required to turn in your written component. 

b. If asked /chosen to present, you must present. “Let me go last” will knock your grade down 20 points. If you are not ready, you will receive a 0. 

7. You will evaluate another orator, giving them intelligent and constructive criticism. 
a. You will be randomly assigned someone to evaluate. 

Rubrics

Topic Rubric

	
	The Good
(25-19)
	The Bad

(18-10)
	The Ugly

(9-0)
	Points/Comments

	The topic is controversial/debatable
	
	
	
	

	The topic is relatable (your audience cares and has opinions)
	
	
	
	

	Your topic is current and/or timeless
	
	
	
	

	Your topic is creative and specific.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	


Research Rubric

	
	The Good

(25-19)
	The Bad

(18-10)
	The Ugly

(9-0)
	Points/Comments

	Student Effectively Used Time to Research
	
	
	
	

	Student has 3 sources that prove his/her thesis.
	
	
	
	

	Student has 1 source that he/she will use for the counterargument.
	
	
	
	

	All sources are reliable. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	


Research Sheet Rubric

	
	The Good

(25-19)
	The Bad

(18-10)
	The Ugly

(9-0)
	Points/Comments

	All areas are complete and appropriate.
	
	
	
	

	All areas are in complete sentences.
	
	
	
	

	The support actually supports the topic sentence.
	
	
	
	

	All quotes, summaries, or paraphrases are documented with MLA in-text citations.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	


Works Cited Rubric
	
	The Good

(20-16)
	The Bad

(15-11)
	The Ugly

(10-0)
	Points/Comments

	The title Works Cited is in the center of the page and is not underlined, in quotation marks, or another font. 
	
	
	
	

	All citations are in alphabetical order. 
	
	
	
	

	All citations begin in the left margin, then indent each subsequent line of the citation. 
	
	
	
	

	All citations have required information and are in the proper MLA order.
	
	
	
	

	Citations are double-spaced. There is no extra spacing between citations. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	


Outline Rubric
	
	The Good

(7-5)
	The Bad

(4-3)
	The Ugly

(2-0)
	Points/Comments

	All areas are complete and in complete sentences. 
	
	
	
	

	All topic sentences prove the thesis. 
	
	
	
	

	The support actually supports the topic sentence.
	
	
	
	

	All quotes, summaries, or paraphrases are documented with MLA in-text citations.
	
	
	
	

	The introduction contains an attention-getter. 
	
	
	
	

	The closure has a call to action.
	
	
	
	

	Varied  transitions are used.
	
	
	
	

	Each documented piece of support is thoroughly explained.
	
	
	
	

	Two types of appeals are used (logos, pathos, and/or ethos)
	
	
	
	

	One analogy is present.
	
	
	
	

	One type of diction/syntax is used (rhetorical questioning, sentence variety, or repetition)
	
	
	
	

	One type of figurative language is used.
	
	
	
	

	Sophisticated vocabulary is used 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	


Paper Rubric

	
	The Good

(7-5)
	The Bad

(4-3)
	The Ugly

(2-0)
	Points/Comments

	The thesis sentence is obvious and in the introduction. 
	
	
	
	

	All topic sentences prove the thesis. 
	
	
	
	

	The support actually supports the topic sentence for each element.
	
	
	
	

	All quotes, summaries, or paraphrases are documented with MLA in-text citations.
	
	
	
	

	Each documented piece of support is thoroughly explained in your own words.
	
	
	
	

	The introduction grabs the audience’s attention.  
	
	
	
	

	The closure has a call to action and inspires the reader .
	
	
	
	

	Varied  transitions are used.
	
	
	
	

	Two types of appeals are used (logos, pathos, and/or ethos)
	
	
	
	

	One analogy is present.
	
	
	
	

	One type of diction/syntax is used (rhetorical questioning, sentence variety, or repetition)
	
	
	
	

	One type of figurative language is used.
	
	
	
	

	Sophisticated vocabulary is used 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	


Speech Rubric

	
	The Good

(6-5)
	The Bad

(4-3)
	The Ugly

(2-0)
	Points/Comments

	The speech topic and content are appropriate for the audience.  
	
	
	
	

	The tone of the speech matches the message. 
	
	
	
	

	The speaker catches and holds the audience’s attention. 
	
	
	
	

	The speaker seems credible (an authority on his/her topic).
	
	
	
	

	The speaker’s thesis is clear and makes sense.
	
	
	
	

	The key ideas are supported, explained, and logical.  
	
	
	
	

	The speech flows well—has varied and natural transitions and a clear organizational pattern. 
	
	
	
	

	Sources used are credible.
	
	
	
	

	Sophisticated vocabulary is used.
	
	
	
	

	Speaker is vocally expressive and uses varied pitch.
	
	
	
	

	Speaker makes eye contact with audience.
	
	
	
	

	Speaker enunciates. 
	
	
	
	

	Speaker avoids nervous mannerisms.
	
	
	
	

	Speaker is loud enough, but not too loud. 
	
	
	
	

	Speaker is not distracted by others. 
	
	
	
	

	The conclusion inspires audience to act. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	


Peer Evaluation

	
	The Good

(25-19)
	The Bad

(18-10)
	The Ugly

(9-0)
	Points/Comments

	All areas are complete and appropriate.
	
	
	
	

	All areas are in complete sentences.
	
	
	
	

	The feedback is honest and constructive.
	
	
	
	

	The feedback suggests ways in which the speaker can improve. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	


