SAT Vocabulary: Unit 5

Literature and Composition


Determine the definition by context clues. 

1. Corpulent (Adj) fat

a. If you eat at McDonald’s every day, you will become corpulent.

2. Corrode (V) 

a. Because no one took care of the house, the porch began to corrode.

3. Covert (Adj) 

a. The thieves’ mission was covert; they didn’t want anyone to thwart their plan.

4. Cower (V) 

a. The abused child cowered in the corner when her mom entered.

5. Credible (Adj) 

a. The excuse was credible; his car could have had a flat.

6. Credulous (Adj) 

a. Small children are normally credulous by the promise of Santa.

7. Cudgel (N) 

a. The victim grabbed a cudgel to fend off his attackers.

8. Curt (Adj) 

a. I could tell she was angry by her curt response. She only spoke one word to me all day. 

9. Dastard (N) a base coward

a. Most murderers are dastards.

10. Debase (V) 

a. I was debased by the vicious rumor going around school.

11. Defer (V) 

a. Please do not defer doing your homework because you cannot turn it in late.

12. Demented (Adj) 

a. The man muttering in the street was clearly demented.

13. Denizen (N) 

a. You are a denizen of Atlanta.

14. Deplorable (Adj) 

a. The condition of the house was deplorable. There were roaches everywhere.

15. Derelict (Adj) 

a. Don’t be derelict toward school work or you will fail. 

16. Deride (V) 

a. Only weak people need to deride others in order to feel better about themselves.

17. Desist (V) 

a. Please desist talking.

18. Destitute (Adj) 

a. I am usually destitute the day before payday.

19. Deter (V) 

a. Don’t let your friends deter you from doing well in school.

20. Detrude (V) 

a. I had to detrude the suitcase so that the trunk would close. 

Create sentences and  illustrations for your vocabulary words.

Example:
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That is one corpulent cat. 

Match the synonyms with your vocabulary words.

1. Chicken, Quitter, Recreant

2. Clandestine, Stealthy, Secret

3. Manic, Mad, Crazy

4. Deride, Scorn, Disparage

5. Probably, Plausible, Convincing

6. Dreadful, Appalling, Unpardonable

7. Adjourn, Suspend, Reschedule

8. Decay, Rot, Crumble

9. Destitute, Deprived, Indigent

10. Bludgeon, Truncheon, Bat

11. Citizen, Dweller, Resident

12. Ram, Shove, Thrust

13. Gullible, Naïve, Unsuspecting

14. Brief, Abrupt, Rude

15. Humiliate, Shame, Humble

16. Cringe, Recoil, Shrink Down

17. Obese, Portly, Stout

18. Cease, Finish, End

19. Dissuade, Discourage, Prevent

20. Dilapidated, Neglected, Ruined

