SAT Vocabulary Unit Two

10th Grade Literature and Composition


Determine the definition of each word using the context clues in each sentence. 

1. Affable (Adj) easy to approach

a. Her smile made her seem extremely affable. 

2. Affirm (V) 

a. She affirmed my suspicion by confessing to the crime.

3. Aggrandize (V) 

a. My worth aggrandized after the sale of my house.

4. Aggrieve (V) 

a. His daughter’s meth addiction aggrieved him.

5. Aghast (Adj) 

a. I am aghast at the number of deaths in the war.

6. Alacrity (N) 

a. His alacrity to compete in the finals drove his performance. 

7. Allay (V) 

a. Her fears were allayed when her father came and checked the closet for monsters. 

8. Alleviate (V) 

a. Her headache was alleviated by the Ibuprofen.

9. Allot (V) 

a. The teacher allotted the star role to the new sophomore. 

10. Ambiguous (Adj) 

a. The test question seemed ambiguous because there could be many answers.

11. Ameliorate (V) 

a. The winning lottery ticket ameliorated my fears of being evicted.

12. Amicable (Adj) 

a. The divorce was amicable. They didn’t argue about anything.

13. Animosity (N) 

a. You could see the animosity in her eyes as she looked at her kidnapper.

14. Annihilate (V) 

a. The bomb annihilated the temple. There was nothing left. 

15. Apex (N) 

a. Stone Mountain is the apex of Atlanta.

16. Appease (V) 

a. I appeased my mom by cleaning my room.

17. Arbitrary (Adj) 

a. The crime seemed arbitrary as the victim did not know the assailant.

18. Arrogant (N) 

a. His bragging seemed arrogant.

19. Atone (V) 

a. I atoned my behavior by apologizing and staying after school.

20. Averse (Adj) 

a. I am averse to leave my doors unlocked at night. 

Create Vocabulary Illustrations for all your words with sentences for each one. 

Example:

7 4 2 3 9 0 1 

The above pattern is arbitrary. 

Match the following synonyms with the above vocabulary words.

1. Lighten, Ease, Improve

2. Cordial, Good-Natured, Agreeable
Affable
3. Avow, State, Assert

4. Disinclined, Loath, Unenthusiastic

5. Make-Up For, Amend, Improve the Situation

6. Obliterate, Eradicate, Defeat

7. Pleasant, Social, Easygoing

8. Assuage, Calm, Relieve

9. Unclear, Indefinite, Confusing

10.  Keenness, Enthusiasm, Readiness

11.  Horror-Struck, Astonished, Horrified

12.  Calm, Sooth, Mollify

13.  Enlarge, Enhance, Exaggerate

14.  Haughty, Conceited, Stuck-Up

15.  Assign, Designate, Allocate

16.  Afflict, Upset, Hurt

17.  Abhorrence, Loathing, Ill Will

18.  Chance, Illogical, Random

19.  Improve, Amend, Restore

20. Top, Climax, Summit

