The Crucible Vocabulary: Unit 2


1. Ameliorate (v)—to make easier to bear or to improve
2. Calumny (n)—a false or defamatory statement

3. Exude (v)—to radiate or to ooze out

4. Inert (adj)—motionless or sluggish

5. Pretense (n)—a piece of make-believe; a false show or false face

6. Prodigious (adj)—abnormally wonderful, large and impressive 

7. Sidle (v)—to move (usually sideways) in a sneaky manner

8. Subservient (adj)—servile; prepared to obey

9. Taint (v)—to contaminate or corrupt
10. Trepidation (n)—a feeling of fear about something that is about to happen

Exercise One

Determine which sentence is the best example of the word’s use. 

	
	A
	B

	1
	After I took the Tylenol, my headache was ameliorated. 
	Crawling into her mother’s bed always ameliorated her during night storms. 

	2
	Tom Cruise sued a magazine for calumny because they said that he was homosexual.  
	Mike Smalls was sued for calumny for saying that “Hurricane III” was a horrible film. 

	3
	From his recent manicure to his crisp suit, the applicant exuded confidence. 
	The cafeteria used to exude students during hall changes. 

	4
	On Saturdays, I like to remain as inert as possible. I only get off the couch for food. 
	The sloth remained inert. 

	5
	He came to the Halloween party with a pretense of a clown mask. 
	She entered under the pretense of checking the cable line, and she soon had the whole family tied up and cleaned out. 

	6
	With a prodigious noise, the door flew open, the knob slamming into the wall and the glass shattering onto the floor. 
	That was the most prodigious movie I have ever seen! Denzel is hot. 

	7
	It is amusing to see someone who is cutting your class sidle along the hallways all day as if you haven’t seen them three times. 
	The dancers sidled through the music. 

	8
	The butler was a subservient who had worked for the family for twenty years. 
	Although it may hurt your pride, it is important to remain subservient to adults. They hold most of the power. 

	9
	The water was tainted with backwash after I let him have a sip. 
	The tainted paint looked an almost bluish hue on the wall, whereas it looked green in the store. 

	10
	I had trepidation prior to the Chemistry exam. I knew I was going to blow it. 
	I felt trepidation before dinner because I knew my mom was cooking beets. 


Exercise Two

Answer the questions using two to three sentences.

1. Describe a time when a parent or loved one had to ameliorate your fear about something.

2. Do you think that Raz-B’s claim that Chris Brown was in a homosexual relationship is an example of calumny?

3. If you could exude one quality (intelligence, beauty, love, strength, confidence, etc) what would it be? Why?
4. When do you feel the most inert? Why?

5. Describe a time when you have employed a pretense. 

6. Who is the most prodigious musician? Why?

7. When is it a good time to sidle into a room? Why?

8. Are you subservient toward your parents or caregivers? Why or why not?

9. If you had not eaten in the past day, would you eat meat that was slightly tainted? Why?
10. Describe a time when you’ve had trepidation. Why did you have it? Was it an appropriate feeling?

Exercise Three
Match the synonyms.

	1. Ameliorate ____

2. Calumny ____

3. Exude ____

4. Inert ____

5. Pretense ____

6. Prodigious  ____

7. Sidle ____

8. Subservient ____

9. Taint ____

10. Trepidation ____
	a. Spoil, contaminate, sully
b. amend, improve, reform

c. excrete, emanate, ooze

d. stupendous, marvelous, enormous

e. anxiety, alarm, dread

f. pretext, sham, excuse

g. still, placid, calm

h. defamation, libel

i. saunter, edge, inch

j. obsequious, submissive, servile

 


Exercise Four

Divide your paper in half. On one side, create an original sentence for each word. On the other half, create an illustration for the word. 

Exercise Five

Fill in the blanks.

1. My dream of having the perfect prom night was ________ed when I ripped my dress on the door frame on the way to the car. 

2. The promise of a lemonade __________ed Amanda’s fear of her yearly shots. 
3. The oil-leaden odor of the cafeteria’s latest experiment _________ from the air ducts and made the students sick. 

4. An avid reader, Mr. Brown had a ____________ library in his house, which was home to over 5,000 tomes. 

5. The mouse sniffed the edges of the oven with great ___________, for the cat could creep around the corner at any moment. 

6. He talked me into having sex with him through the ___________ of me being his best friend and true love. 

7. I knew that my dog murdered Edgar when I saw his beautiful feathers lying _______ by the television. 

8. Quan was irate when he discovered the ____________ that he had participated in the robbery. 
9. Ashley _________ed against the edge of the house and peered in the windows to make sure it was empty before she entered. 

10. Her willingness to be ____________ to her husband made her an anomaly. 

Exercise Six

Concepts: Create one concept stem and three ideas for each word. 

Example:

	Detestable People:

1. Hitler

2. Casey Anthony

3. OJ Simpson


	Things that are Detestable:

1. scorpions

2. headaches

3. zealots


Exercise Seven

Charades
Exercise Eight

Categorize the words. 
	Words that connote falsehoods
	Words that have a connotation of easing something
	Words that have to do with fear
	Words that can be applied to science class. 

	
	
	
	


