 Name:  _________________________________________
Due Date: ___________
I Hear America Singing (2012 Remix Part Deux)

You are going to write your own updated version of “I Hear America Singing.”  To prepare you for that exercise, please complete the following brainstorming questions.  Remember, the key is to identify what you believe encapsulates American life as it is in 2012.  

This will count as a project grade. 

You will choose from three types of projects. Each project is tiered, meaning that the letter grade is the best you can earn. See your rubric for specific details. Your choices are as follows:

A. The Multimedia Project: This incorporates the use of technology, visual art, music, and poetry. You may complete this on PowerPoint, Animoto, or any other appropriate software. 
a. You must have ten “slides” or images and ten lines of poetry incorporated into the presentation. 

B.  The Song: This incorporates poetry, music, and performance. The song must be performed in front of the class or on video and streamed in front of the class. 

a. The song must be one minute long and incorporate ten lines of catalog poetry. 

C. The Photo-Essay: This incorporates photography and poetry. A camera is required.  The photo-essay will be completed on either PowerPoint, Prezi, or other appropriate software. You may even use Publisher and create a booklet. The pictures should show evidence of editing. Picnic is appropriate. No music is required. 
a. You must have ten original pictures and ten lines of poetry. 

Step One
Complete the following graphic organizer

	Line
	List a Person You Believe Influences or Embodies Life in America Today
	Write an Image of this Person Doing Something (Employ the five senses in your image)
	Objects and Adjectives You Associate with this Person

	EX
	Senator
	Sonorously dozing in his senate seat, his wallet growing fatter with lobbyist dollars for every drop of drool that leaks from his cantankerous jowls.  
	Corrupt, Elite, Wealthy, Greedy, Private Planes, Corporations
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Step Two
Whitman uses the repetition of “singing” as a metaphor for the working man’s “happy pride” in his contributions to American society.   Come up with a word that you believe encapsulates the modern attitude towards the attempt to achieve the American dream.  Modeling Whitman’s technique, you will use this term to introduce each of the figures in your poem.  

A. Your Chosen Verb: 
a. EX: I would choose “sighing”

Step Three 
Now write your poem. You must stick closely with the catalog format. Each line must be similar in style and structure. 
Name:  _______________________________________

I Hear America Singing (2012 Remix) Rubric

Multimedia Rubric

	Skill
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Basic

	Your poem is at least 10 lines long, with sufficient elaboration on each image.  Imaginative thinking is present.  
	5 pts.
	4 pts.
	3 pts.
	0 pts.

	The content of the poem demonstrates mature and sophisticated thinking about modern-day American society.
	9-10 pts.
	 8 pts.
	7 pts.
	5 pts.

	The writer experiments with various devices such as imagery, metaphor, repetition, alliteration, and assonance.  
	9-10 pts.
	8 pts.
	7 pts.
	5 pts. 

	The poem is grammatically sound; there are minimal errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, or capitalization; line breaks are purposeful.  Poem is typed.  
	5 pts.

No errors
	4 pts.

1-2 errors
	2 pts.

3-4 errors
	0 pts.

5 or more

	Multimedia project contains a classroom appropriate image for each person present in the poem.  Images capture the tone and mood of the poem.
	9-10 pts.
	8 pts.
	7 pts.
	0 pts.

	Music chosen for the Multimedia project is classroom appropriate and works to convey the mood and tone of the poem.  
	9-10 pts.
	8 pts.
	7 pts.
	0 pts.  












Total:  _________/50 pts.

Song Rubric

	Skill
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Basic

	Your song is at least 1 minute long, with sufficient elaboration on each image.  Imaginative thinking is present.  
	5 pts.
	4 pts.
	3 pts.
	0 pts.

	The content of the song demonstrates mature and sophisticated thinking about modern-day American society.
	9-10 pts.
	 8 pts.
	7 pts.
	5 pts.

	The writer experiments with various devices such as imagery, metaphor, repetition, alliteration, and assonance.  
	9-10 pts.
	8 pts.
	7 pts.
	5 pts. 

	The song is grammatically sound; there are minimal errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, or capitalization; line breaks are purposeful.  It is typed.  
	5 pts.

No errors
	4 pts.

1-2 errors
	2 pts.

3-4 errors
	0 pts.

5 or more

	Music chosen for the project is classroom appropriate and works to convey the mood and tone of the poem.  
	9-10 pts.
	8 pts.
	7 pts.
	0 pts.

	The performance is serious and professional. Performers are ready when called and have all materials together. 
	9-10 pts.
	8 pts.
	7 pts.
	0 pts.  












Total:  _________/50 pts.

Photo-Essay Rubric

	Skill
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Basic

	Your photo-essay is ten pictures long, with sufficient elaboration on each image.  Imaginative thinking is present.  
	5 pts.
	4 pts.
	3 pts.
	0 pts.

	The photos chosen demonstrate mature and sophisticated thinking about modern-day American society.
	9-10 pts.
	 8 pts.
	7 pts.
	5 pts.

	The artist experiments with perspective, coloring, and texture in photos to convey tone and purpose.    
	9-10 pts.
	8 pts.
	7 pts.
	5 pts. 

	The poem is grammatically sound; there are minimal errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, or capitalization; line breaks are purposeful.  It is typed.  
	5 pts.

No errors
	4 pts.

1-2 errors
	2 pts.

3-4 errors
	0 pts.

5 or more

	The writer experiments with various devices such as imagery, metaphor, repetition, alliteration, and assonance.  
	9-10 pts.
	8 pts.
	7 pts.
	0 pts.

	The photo-essay tells a story through its images. 
	9-10 pts.
	8 pts.
	7 pts.
	0 pts.  


Total:  _________/50 pts.

Name:  ____________________________________

Turning Poetry into a Multimedia Experience

In addition to formally typing the final draft of your “I Hear America Singing” remix, you will also create an multimedia project using your poem.

You must first re-read your poem and decide on the mood and tone of your poem.

1.  What is the mood of your poem?  How do you want your reader to feel after reading your poem?  Ex. proud, ashamed, surprised, happy.

2.  What is the tone of your poem?  How does your poem show the reader how you feel about the American dream today?  Ex. sarcastic, disappointed, pleased.

Animoto is a program that allows you to combine text, images, and music to deliver your message.  

Prezi is also a program that allows you to combine text and images. You must have an audio file background. 
PowerPoint is the standby. 

Step One:  The text you will use will be the lines from your poem.  Each line will become its own slide.

Step Two:  You will then find an image for each of the people in your poem.  Remember, the purpose is to use the images to convey the tone and mood of your poem.  For example, if you think that the American dream has turned into people miserably working 80 hours a week at a desk job, then a man smiling and frolicking in the grass is not the right image.  You must use copyright friendly images found through the school databases.

Step Three:  You then need to choose a song.  Again, this must capture the tone and mood of your poem.  Keep that in mind and choose wisely.  You must use copyright friendly music found through the school databases.  

See the rubric for additional details as to how this project will be graded.
