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Literary Terminology Project

AP English: Ms. Keeler


Rationale: An effective literary critic knows what to look for within a text. By defining and placing literary terminology into context, you will strengthen your skills as a reader and writer. This assignment will be worth 20% of your final grade. It is imperative that you understand literary terminology in order to succeed in this class and in college. 

Assignment Details:

1. You will choose 50 literary terms from the handout entitled Mr. Progreba’s Literary Devices and complete the form on the back of this sheet using works of literary merit as examples. 

2. You must define the term. 

3. You must then go into a text, give an example of the term, and explain the following:

a. Context—I must know what is going on in the text when the quote appears. You must explain any significant relationships among characters, including conflicts that exist.

b. Concept—Explain the significance of the quote you have chosen. 

c. Connection—How does this further the theme of the work? Why does the author use this literary device?

4. You may use past or current readings of literary merit.  Use your textbook(s) and/or novels you have studied in school! You may even use textbooks from other English classes. (If you have to ask, no you should not use it.)
5. Each entry is worth 10 points, which will add to 500. 
6. All entries should be in one notebook with NOTHING ELSE in it. This should be a single-subject college-ruled spiral bound notebook. I WILL NOT ACCEPT ANYTHING ELSE!

7. All entries should be written legibly in blue or black ink. You do NOT have to skip lines and you may use the back of the paper. 
8. All entries should differ. If you and another person have the same entries, the whole assignment will receive a 0. Remember your plagiarism handout!!! 

9. All notebooks will be gathered March 11, 2011. (I plan to return that week or the week after. I will come and pick up the notebooks if I have not returned! If you are absent, you should have turned it in on the 10th..) DO NOT SHOW UP WITH A NOTEBOOK AFTER THIS DATE. I WILL NOT ACCEPT IT. 

An Example:

Symbol

	Definition
	Something that suggests or stands for something else without losing its original identity. In literature, symbols combine their literal meaning with the suggestion of an abstract concept.



	Example
	“At one end of it a coloured poster, too large for indoor display, had been tacked to the wall. It depicted simply an enormous face, more than a metre wide: the face of a man of about forty-five, with a heavy black moustache and ruggedly handsome features... On each landing, opposite the lift-shaft, the poster with the enormous face gazed from the wall. It was one of those pictures which are so contrived that the eyes follow you about when you move. BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, the caption beneath it ran” (Orwell 1). 


	Function

Context

Concept

Connection


	The poster of Big Brother is introduced in the opening of the novel as being hung in the hallway of Winston’s apartment building. The reader encounters the poster as Winston returns home on a dismal April day. This emphasizes the fact that the poster, with it’s piercing eyes, is everywhere one goes. The poster gazes at Winston and all of the citizens to remind them that the government is watching them The poster of Big Brother represents a totalitarian government in which all citizens are watched and controlled. The reader does not know, just as Winston does not know, if Big Brother himself exists, but just the thought of his existence is enough to control the people. Big Brother may be a ruler or he may represent the government as a whole. However, the posters are a way of reminding the people that if they step out of line, it will be noticed and the offender will be punished.  The poster becomes a critical element of setting, for not only does it symbolize the overbearing government, but it also contributes to the atmosphere of fear and oppression. Big Brother, because his visage is plastered everywhere, is indeed watching each citizen. It therefore allows the reader to question how his or her government controls its citizens.  


Rubric For Each Entry:
· 1 point: A clearly stated definition in your own words. 

· 3 points: Your example is clear, of literary merit, and cited in MLA style. You do not have to complete a Works Cited, but you must cite the work using parenthetical documentation as exemplified. 

· 2 points: You give a clear context of the literary element. Context tells where and what is occurring in the text. It helps to elucidate why the element appears in that particular place in the text. 
· 2 points: You explain the concept of the literary term. Why is it being used? What does it help to further in the text?
· 2 points: You make the larger connection. What is the point of using the literary term? What conclusion or message does the author hope the reader makes in its use? 
****Please note that the grammar standards are the same for this project. Look at your writing rubric. I will still deduct for basic grammar mistakes. 

****Please also note that I, too, have access to the internet. 
