Student Name: ______________________________
Discussion: _________________
9th Grade Literature

“THE FISHBOWL”

CLASS DISCUSSION TECHNIQUE 

1. Place several seats  in a circle, located in the center of the room.

2. All other seats a pushed to the walls for seating for non-participants.

3. The students in the inner circle, the fishbowl, are the only ones allowed to speak in the room. There is to be no conversation outside of the circle. The teacher chooses the first students in the circle, at random.

4. The students engage in debate on an issue presented, as an open-ended question, by the teacher.

5. All participants must abide by the rules of civic discussion. These rules are provided in the discussion rubric.
6. The participants must also operate under the standards of common courtesy. (No yelling, no interrupting, no name-calling, etc.)

7. Once a student in the circle has spoken, a student from outside the circle may come and tap that student. The student in the circle must then give the one who tapped them their seat and return to the outside observation seats. The new entrant may not be tapped until he or she has spoken at least once.

8. Students, once removed from the circle, may return at any time. (They may not be tapped until they have spoken again.) The teacher may grant preferential seating to students who have not yet participated in the debate.

9. The teacher does not participate in the discussion except to provide a new question or to terminate an irrelevant, or inappropriate, line of discussion.

Fishbowl Discussion Rubric 

	Discussion Rubric
	              3
	              2
	              1  
	              0

	Substantive
	
	
	
	

	States and identifies issues.
	Accurately states and identifies issues.
	Accurately states an issue.
	States a relevant factual, ethical, or definitional issue as a question.
	Does not state any issues.

	Comes to Discussion Prepared, Having Read and Researched Issue/Topic
	Accurately and expresses completely relevant foundational knowledge pertaining to the issues raised during the discussion.
	Accurately expresses mostly relevant foundational knowledge pertaining to issues raised during the discussion.
	Accurately expresses somewhat relevant foundational knowledge pertaining to an issue raised by someone else.
	Does not express any relevant foundational knowledge.

	Explicitly Draws on Preparation by Supporting Assertions with Textual Evidence 
	Pursues an issue with more than one elaborated and textually evidenced statement.
	Pursues an issue with one evidenced and elaborated statement.
	Elaborates a statement with an explanation, reasons, or evidence.
	Does not elaborate any issues.

	Procedural
	
	
	
	

	Propels Conversations by Posing/ Responding to Relative Questions 
	Engages others in the discussion by inviting their contributions and acknowledging their contributions.
	Invites comments from others and does not acknowledge their statements.
	Does not invite comments from others but allows others to speak. Does not acknowledge contributions from others.
	Does not invite comments from others nor acknowledge their statements.

	Responds Thoughtfully: Challenges the Accuracy, Logic, Relevance, or Clarity of Statements.
	Constructively challenges the accuracy, clarity, relevance, or logic of statements made.
	Responds in a civil manner to a statement made by someone else by challenging its accuracy, clarity, relevance, or logic.
	Responds in a civil manner but does not challenge the accuracy, clarity, relevance, or logic of statements.
	Does not respond in a civil manner in all conversations. Does not challenge the accuracy, clarity, relevance, or logic of statements.



