Hamlet

Act IV Study Guide

Scene I

1. After learning of Polonius’ death, what is the King’s reaction?      

    Why?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. Is Gertrude loyal to Claudius?  How do you know?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Scene II

1. How does Hamlet react now to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Scene III

1. How does Hamlet react to being sent to England?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. What does the King’s closing soliloquy reveal? What contradiction between his surface behavior and his real feelings is apparent?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Scene IV

1. What effect does meeting Fortinbras’ Captain have on Hamlet?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. What does Hamlet’s soliloquy reveal about his present idea of himself?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Scene V

1. Describe Ophelia’s behavior. How does Claudius react to Ophelia?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. Describe Laertes’ response to his father’s death. How is he a foil for Hamlet?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. What happens to Ophelia?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Scene VI

1. What news is revealed in Hamlet’s letter to Horatio? What does this show about Hamlet?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. What will happen to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Scene VII

1. Explain the plan between Laertes and Claudius. How is Claudius taking advantage of

Laertes?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

1. His liberty is full of threats to all;/ To you yourself, to us, to every one./ Alas, how shall this bloody deed be answer’d?”

2.  “The body is with the king, but the king is not with the body. The king is a thing—“

3.  “Not where he eats, but where he is eaten: a certain convocation of politic worms are e’en at him. Your worm is your only emperor for diet; we fat all creatures else to fat us, and we fat ourselves for maggots; your fat king and your lean beggar is but variable service, --two dishes, but to one table; that’s the end”

4.  “…I see/ The imminent death of twenty thousand men,/ That, for a fantasy and trick of fame, Go to their graves like beds; fight for a plot/ Whereon the numbers cannot try the cause,/…O, from this time forth,/ My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth!”

5.  “To my sick soul, as sin’s true nature is,/Each toy seems prologue to some great amiss:/ So full of artless jealousy is guilt,/ It spills itself in fearing to be split.”

6.  “Lord, we know what we are, but know not what we may be.”

7.  “I dare damnation: --to this point I stand--/ That both the worlds I give to negligence/ Let come what comes; only I’ll be reveng’d/ Most thoroughly for my father.”

8.  “And will he not come again?/And will he not come again?/ No, no, he is dead,/ Go to thy death-bed,/ He never will come again.”

9.  “Make choice of whom your wisest friends you will,/ And they shall hear and judge ‘twixt you and me:”

10.  “That, as the star moves not but in his sphere,/ I could not but by her”

11.  “I will work him/ To an exploit, now ripe in my device,/ Under the which he shall not choose but fall:/ And for his death no wind of blame shall breathe; But even his mother shall uncharged the practice/ And call it an accident.”

12.  “No place, indeed, should murder sanctuarize;/ Revenge should have no bounds.”

13.  “Wherein they say you shine: you sum of parts/ Did not together pluck such envy from him/ As did that one”

14.  “…I’ll touch my point/With this contagion, that if I gall him slightly,/ It may be death.”

15.  “When in your motion you are hot and dry,--/ As make your bouts more violent to that end,--/ And that he calls for a drink, I’ll have prepar’d him/ A chalice for the nonce; whereon but sipping,/ If he by chance escape your venom’d stuck/ Our purpose may hold there.”

16.  “One woe doth tread upon another’s heel”

