Hamlet       

Act I Study Guide

Scene 1

1.  What exposition is provided in this scene?  Include an explanation of the quarrel with Norway.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  What atmosphere is created by this scene?  How?  ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why has Horatio been asked to join the soldiers in the night watch?  ______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  After seeing the ghost and being convinced it is real, what does Horatio decide to do?

________________________________________________________________________

5.  How could this ghost be a foreshadowing of some coming evil?  _________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.  Describe briefly each of the following characters:


Old Hamlet:


Horatio:


Young Fortinbras:  

Scene 2

1.  Give two reasons why Hamlet is upset.


a.


b.

2.  What is your opinion of the marriage of Gertrude and Claudius.  Consider the customs of the time.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why didn’t Hamlet become king when his father died?  ________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Describe Claudius’ personality and attitude compared to Hamlet’s.  _______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  How does Hamlet describe his real father?  __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.  What are Hamlet’s feelings about his mother.  Consider “Frailty, thy name is woman!”

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7.  What are Hamlet’s feelings about his new father, Claudius?  ____________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8.  Explain Hamlet’s state of mind as expressed in his soliloquy (lines 129-159).

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

9.  What does the King want Hamlet to do?  ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10.  Why does Hamlet give up his plan to return to Wittenburg so easily?  ____________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Scene 2

1.  Describe the attitudes and values Laertes gives to Ophelia.  _____________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  Describe the attitudes and values Polonius gives to Laertes.  _____________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  Explain two reasons that Laertes and Polonius give Ophelia to convince her not to trust Hamlet’s love.


a.


b.

4.  What do you think of Polonius’ advice to his son?  How fatherly does he seem?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  What is comical about Polonius?  __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Scene 4

1.  What are three points of Hamlet’s long speech?  


a.


b.


c.

2.  Why do Hamlet’s friends fear for him?  _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Scene 5


1.  According to the ghost, what has happened?  _________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  What does the ghost want Hamlet to do?  ____________________________________

3.  Describe Hamlet’s reactions to the ghost.  ___________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Discuss the nature of the ghost.  Is it a devil or an angel in the form of King Hamlet who is in purgatory?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

All Scenes, for the following quotes, determine the act/scene, speaker, context, figurative language present, and thematic implications of the following quotes. See #1 as an example. 

1. A mote it is to trouble the mind's eye.

In the most high and palmy state of Rome,

A little ere the mightiest Julius fell,

The graves stood tenantless and the sheeted dead

Did squeak and gibber in the Roman streets:

a. Act I, Scene I

b.  Horatio 

c. He speaks about his fears that the ghost’s appearance might create for Hamlet 

d. Allusion—to Julius Caesar, who was murdered by his own men

    Personification—Graves standing and ghosts squeaking and gibbering 

e. The thematic implications are to deception and corruption. The ghost may

     trick Hamlet because it is truly Satan. Also, just as Caesar’s state was corrupt, 

     Denmark may be as well. 

2. The memory be green, and that it us befitted

To bear our hearts in grief and our whole kingdom

To be contracted in one brow of woe,

Yet so far hath discretion fought with nature

That we with wisest sorrow think on him,

Together with remembrance of ourselves.

3. Together with all forms, moods, shapes of grief,

That can denote me truly: these indeed seem,

For they are actions that a man might play:

But I have that within which passeth show;

These but the trappings and the suits of woe.

4. I pray you all,

If you have hitherto conceal'd this sight,

Let it be tenable in your silence still;

And whatsoever else shall hap to-night,

Give it an understanding, but no tongue:

I will requite your loves.

5. For he himself is subject to his birth:

He may not, as unvalued persons do,

Carve for himself; for on his choice depends

The safety and health of this whole state;

And therefore must his choice be circumscribed

Unto the voice and yielding of that body

Whereof he is the head

6. But, good my brother,

Do not, as some ungracious pastors do,

Show me the steep and thorny way to heaven;

Whiles, like a puff'd and reckless libertine,

Himself the primrose path of dalliance treads,

And recks not his own rede.

7. This above all: to thine ownself be true,

And it must follow, as the night the day,

Thou canst not then be false to any man.

8. This is for all:

I would not, in plain terms, from this time forth,

Have you so slander any moment leisure,

As to give words or talk with the Lord Hamlet.

9. So, oft it chances in particular men,

That for some vicious mole of nature in them,

As, in their birth--wherein they are not guilty,

Since nature cannot choose his origin--

By the o'ergrowth of some complexion,

Oft breaking down the pales and forts of reason,

Or by some habit that too much o'er-leavens

The form of plausive manners, that these men,

Carrying, I say, the stamp of one defect,

Being nature's livery, or fortune's star,--

Their virtues else--be they as pure as grace,

As infinite as man may undergo--

Shall in the general censure take corruption

From that particular fault:

10. What if it tempt you toward the flood, my lord,

Or to the dreadful summit of the cliff

That beetles o'er his base into the sea,

And there assume some other horrible form,

Which might deprive your sovereignty of reason

And draw you into madness?

11. Something have you heard

Of Hamlet's transformation; so call it,

Sith nor the exterior nor the inward man

Resembles that it was. What it should be,

More than his father's death, that thus hath put him

So much from the understanding of himself,

I cannot dream of:
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