9th Literature: Heroic Ideals Research Project

Hero, in the original Greek sense, means a demigod – the offspring of a god and a mortal. But, in a broader sense, a hero is one who stands out from the ordinary individuals as one who embodies the values or ideals of a particular culture. Because values or ideals change according to place and time, the qualities of a hero change also. Thus, what is admired and imitated in one age or place may be considered unimportant or even debased in another era or locale. 
In small groups, you will research the heroes and heroic traits of the given period and create a presentation according to the following questions/guidelines: 

1. Who were the literary heroes of the era you are researching? 

2. What were the common traits of the heroes of that period? 

3. How did the heroes reflect the culture they represent? 

4. Contrast the image/ideals of the hero to today’s image/ideals. 

5. Include four images related to the culture, the time, and the heroes. 

6. Proofread for spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. 

7. Include one example of proper usage of the colon and semicolon. 

8. Cite sources using parenthetical documentation of MLA. 

9. Turn in a complete, accurate, MLA Style Works Cited page. 
You may present your project in any digital format that can embed the above requirements. 
Due Date: 

Rubric

	
	The Good (10-8)
	The Bad (7-5)
	The Ugly (4-0)
	Score

	Research
	Group members find information from reputable media. Group members are on-task at all times. All information is cited. 
	Group members find most information from reputable media. One or more group members have to be reminded to stay on-task.  One or two citations may be missing. 
	Group members are off task and/or off topic. There are no or very few parenthetical citations. 
	

	Works Cited
	The Works Cited is complete and correct. 
	There are minor citation issues, primarily of a formatting issue. 
	The Works Cited is missing or incomplete. 
	

	Content
	All required elements are present and correct. 
	All elements are present, but there are minor errors. 
	There are major elements missing. 
	

	Content Knowledge
	All group members can answer evil teacher questions when prompted about the assigned content. 
	Most group members are knowledgeable, but some squirm and look pleadingly at their comrades during cross-examination. 
	Few group members are knowledgeable about the content and look down in shame (or should) when questioned. 
	

	Visual Presentation
	Design and illustration further our understanding. Group members can elucidate the relevance of the illustration to the heroic ideal. 
	Design is mediocre and obviously thrown together the night before in desperate attempt to turn in “something.” Group members cannot explain the origins or relevance of illustrations. 
	Design is distorted, irrelevant, or distracting. Instead of complementing the topic, it detracts. 
	

	Presentation Skills
	Group members are ready and alert when called. Speakers are professional in manner, speech, and wardrobe. 
	Group members are ready, but hesitant. Speakers mumble, use slang, or talk too loud/soft. One member may be dressed or present him/herself inappropriately. 
	Group members are not ready when called. They may speak, behave, or dress in a manner more befitting a late night grocery run. 
	

	Audience Skills
	Each group member is attentive during other presentations. 
	One group member needs to be reminded to pay attention to other groups. 
	Several group members are inattentive audience members and/or interrupt other presentations. 
	

	Grammar/Mechanics
	All written and spoken grammar is correct. There may be one or two minor errors. Proper usage of the colon and semicolon is included. 
	Most grammar in either spoken or written  is correct. Either the exemplar of the semicolon or the colon is missing. 
	Spoken or written grammar is weak. The colon and semicolon example is missing. 
	


Feedback




Score: _____/80=_______
Greek Hero


Old English Period


Medieval Period


Renaissance Period


Romantic Period


Early American Literature








