The Odyssey: Unit Five


1. Magnanimous (adj) forgiving or generous in mind
2. Malinger [v] to pretend illness in order to avoid work
3. Mawkish [adj] sickly sentimental; overly emotional
4. Menial [adj] lowly and servile
5. Mete [v] to distribute or dole out
6. Mull [v] to carefully think about

7. Mutinous (adj)  rebellious, insubordinate, revolutionary

8. Muzzle (v) to impose silence or restraint 
9. Nonchalant [adj] casual and calm

10. Odious [adj] deserving of hate

11. Ornate [adj] overly decorous
12. Paltry (adj) inferior, trashy, mean, despicable 

13. Pensive (adj) musingly or dreamily thoughtful

14. Pernicious (adj) harmful or fatal
15. Pique (v) to provoke a reaction 

16. Plunder (v) to take goods by force

17. Poise (n) composure and self-assurance
18. Ponder (v) to think about : reflect on

19. Portent (n) an indication of something (usually bad) about to happen

20. Potent (adj) strong, powerful, forceful

Part One

1. The students were extremely xxx and refused to stay on task in class. 
2. Although she tried to remain as xxx as possible when faced with insolent colleagues, eventually she snapped and ended up leading Saturday night’s episode of 48 Hours Mystery. 
3. Ms. Ervin is responsible for xxx your textbooks. 

4. The bubonic plague is a xxx disease in which your lymph nodes swell, turn black, and explode. 

5. Many people believe that being a janitor is xxx work; however, it is nobler than stealing from those who work for a living.

6. Moonshine is such a xxx alcohol that it is banned in most states. 

7. Their xxx displays of affection made me want to vomit. 
8. Do not attempt to xxx in order to miss class. You will be responsible for it anyway. 

9. Please xxx prior to precluding your perusal of prescribed publications. 

10. xxxing those people who already feel disenfranchised only causes more problems. Every group should have a voice in government. 

11. Her jewelry was so xxx that its lustrous glare gave me a headache. 

12. Try to have xxx when presenting projects: stand tall, speak up, and believe in yourself. 

13. During my drive into work, I was xxxing over the project date and determined that it was too soon. 

14. I knew that she needed to tell me something of some xxx when she asked me to have a seat. Good news never comes when you’re sitting down. 

15. Jose xxxed Von by questioning his manhood. 
16. When she walked up to introduce herself, Quin tried to act xxx. Unfortunately, his habit of blushing let Samira know that he found her attractive. 

17. Somali pirates are known to xxx ships of all sellable goods and kill all passengers.

18. I could tell that yesterdays’ events left her xxx, for she maintained a dreamy look all period. 

19. When you ponder the problems in Africa, your American complaints usually sound xxx. 

20. Casey Anthony is an xxx figure. It is difficult to like someone who hid her daughter’s death for a month. 

Part Two

Create your own sentences.

Part Three
Match the synonyms. 
	1. Magnanimous 

2. Malinger 
3. Mawkish 
4. Menial 
5. Mete 

6. Mull 
7. Mutinous 
8. Muzzle 

9. Nonchalant 

10. Odious

11.  Ornate 

12. Paltry 
13. Pensive 
14. Pernicious 

15. Pique 

16. Plunder 
17. Poise 
18. Ponder 
19. Portent 

20. Potent 


	A. loot, sack, despoil
B. benevolent, altruistic, respectful

C. nefarious, malign, lethal

D. allocate, apportion, dole

E. augury, omen, caution

F. cloying, sappy, cheesy

G. anarchistic, subversive, factious

H. convoluted, baroque, opulent

I. brood, ruminate, contemplate

J. aloof, composed, smooth

K. provoke, affront, confront

L. base, obsequious, ignoble

M. elegance, composure, bearing

N. efficacious, dominant, mighty

O. common, petty, minor

P. absorbed, serious, wistful

Q. hamper, clamp, quiet

R. ponder, deliberate, meditate

S. dodge, sham, loaf

T. Hateful, abhorrent, loathsome


Part Four

Create Illustrations

