Persuasive Pitfalls

1. Red Herring—supporting a statement with something unrelated.

a. I shouldn’t fail class because do all of my work.
b. I should be able to go to the party because I cleaned my room.

2. Bandwagon—using the logic that everyone is doing it.

a. I should be able to go to the mall because all of my friends are going.

b. Nine out of Ten dentists prefer Crest.
c. I don’t have to be on time because everyone else is in the hall. 
3. Circular Logic/Begging the Question—reasoning that goes in circles.

a. Rihanna is a good singer because she has a good voice.

b. Students who succeed must balance their time by using their time wisely.

4. Non Sequitur—an omission of information needed to link the two thoughts

a. The movie is long so it will probably win an award.

b. The table is wobbly and will probably be a good place for cards.

5. Either/Or—reasoning that there are only two alternatives.

a. You can either spank your child or give a time out.

b. I can either get a car or a truck to drive.

6. Cause and Effect—assuming that one thing caused the other.

a. She got in an argument because he called her lame.

b. We didn’t have any pep rallies because we had a new principal.
7. Hasty Generalization—treating a generalization as a fact 

a. All men are dirty cheating dogs.

b. All women want their man to give them money.

8. Glittering Generality—using generalizations in a positive manner

a. Preachers are honorable, chaste men.
b. Firemen are brave people we should revere. 

9. Appeal to Tradition—asserting that “it has always been done that way”
a. We have always paid junior and senior fees, so the next classes should have to as well.
b. I’ve always caught MARTA on the corner or Memorial and East Lake, so MARTA had no business changing the stop. 

10. Faulty Authority/Testimonial—using the wrong authority to prove your point

a. Dr. Drew says that I should use Accutane. (he’s a psychologist, not a medical doctor)

b. Ms. Keeler says that students should learn traditional math, not new math.

11.  Creating a “Straw Man”—purposely using a bad counterargument to overshadow a larger point
a. Some people believe that students shouldn’t have to go to school after the 8th grade. 

b. Some people believe that kids should be beat with extension cords for disobedience. 

12. Name Calling—using negative labels for a product, idea, or cause

a. If you don’t vote to allow heightened security at airports, you have let the terrorists win. 

b. Katy Perry sings bubble-gum pop. 

13. Plain folks—the use of the “everyday” person to endorse an idea or product
a. Joe the Plumber endorses the Palin/McCain campaign. 

b. The way most hip-hop artists market their music to you. 

14. False comparison—assuming that two things are similar when they are not

a. Comparing a computer hard drive to human anatomy. 

b. Our school is like your family. 

15.  False Cause/Post Hoc—assuming that one thing causes another because of the time. 
a. I don’t like these new friends of yours because I caught you drinking last week.

b. He must have been the one to steal your purse because I saw him leave the room five minutes earlier. 

16. Card Stacking—omitting factual details in order to misrepresent (stacking the cards against you)
a. The Kony campaign

b. Products at the grocery store labeled “low fat,” “organic,” or “whole grain.”

17.  Transfer—associating an idea, product, or cause with a  symbol.
a. When politicians use “God” as rationale for their arguments. 

b. Skull and crossbones worn on clothes to represent someone’s dangerousness. 

Decide if the following statements are effective. If not, indicate the type of persuasive pitfall under which it falls and rewrite it using appropriate logic. You may create false facts. 
1. Ms. Agee said that if you come to school, your teachers should pass you. 

2. Come join the party; drink Coca-cola.

3. You should either go to college or begin working after graduation.

4. He was corpulent and weighed over four hundred pounds. 
5. One should not eat goat eyeballs because they may contain bacteria that will upset one’s stomach.

6. Houses built before 1972 often contain lead-based paint, which causes the children who live in the homes to become learning disabled.  
7. Daycare should be offered in high schools because teen mothers want to hang out with their friends.

8. Driver’s Education was eradicated because a student got into a wreck in front of the Capitol building in a school-owned automobile.
9. Grady is a better school because all those rich white people go there. 

10. Nerds are pretty and make a neat swishing sound in your mouth, so they taste good.
11.  Tongue tacos are yummy, so we should go out on Friday. 
12. The war in Iraq began because of the attacks on the World Trade Center.  
13.  My cousin told me that standing on your head after sex would prevent pregnancy. 
14.  You should cook collards with a ham hock, not bacon. The ones cooked with bacon are cooked incorrectly. 

15.  Nobody else did their homework, so even though I only did half, I should get full credit. 
16.  My pastor told me to drink more water if I wanted to lose weight.  

17. Smoking for a prolonged period will damage your lungs, heart, and brain. 
18.  Small children should not have to dust the house because they are too small to dust the high corners and cannot reach. 

19.  Mr. Anelone said that semicolons should be used sparingly.

20.  If you have sex, you will get pregnant. 
