Plot Notes and Assignments

Due Date:

AP English and Literature: Ms. Keeler


Plot

· The sequence of events in a story

The Basic Structure

· Introduction/Exposition

· The author introduces basic elements of the story—setting, characters, conflict—so that the reader can understand the following elements

· Rising Action/Exposition

· The author gives us more in-depth information on the introductory elements. He or she may also introduce additional conflicts to engage the reader.

· The Crisis/The Climax

· The most critical or decisive point in the story—everything following is based on this element.

· The Resolution/The Denouement

· The ending of the story—it does not have to be an ending in which everything is perfectly tied together. 

· Some resolutions have Indeterminate Endings or endings without the primary conflict being resolved. 

· Deus Ex Machina refers to resolutions in which chance or coincidence determines the outcome, often too heavily.

Sequence

Authors love to tweak the sequence of stories so to capture readers. Below are some of the ways in which they innovate.
· In Medias Res (in the midst of things)

· Some stories begin with a key event and work backward. This is primarily to create suspense, interest, confusion, or wonder.

· Flashback

· When the author moves to a time prior to the primary events of the story so as to provide needed information, develop character, distract, or create links.

· Foreshadowing

· When the author provides clues as to the outcome of conflicts or events in the story. 

Conflict

The struggle between opposing forces is what causes the reader to keep his or her interest in the story. Typically this conflict is between the protagonist and an antagonist. There are several types of conflict, all of which are either internal or external: man v. man, man v. himself, man v. society, man v. machine, man v. god, etc

Assignments:

Complete all of the following:

· Read Kate Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour” and annotate the text according to above notes. Then, write a 200-word explication of how Chopin uses these elements of plot to further a feminist point-of-view. Remember to use textual evidence.

· Read Larry Fondation’s “Deportation at Breakfast.” Write a 200-word analysis of how Fondation’s “terse and to-the-point style” reinforce the structure of the story—especially the resolution.

· Read William Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily” and annotate according to the notes. Then, choose one of the following assignments:
· Create a chart of events as they occur in the story, and then create a chart of the events as they occured chronologically. (Include elements such as the smell, Homer’s arrival, Col. Satori, the alderman’s visit, Emily’s relatives, etc) You may choose to create the chart in a visual or written manner. Then, write a 500-word typed essay that analyzes how the structure of the story contributes to the meaning of the story. 

· Follow your AP-Rubric for the essay. Remember that you must turn-in at least two versions of the paper.
· Your Chart Rubric:

· 40 points: There are at least 15 events in proper fictional and chronological order.

· 30 points: Events are clearly and properly illustrated or explained.

· 30 points: The chart is AP-level.

· Create a chart that illustrates the various ways in which Emily is a victim of society and the values of the Old South. These conflicts may be direct or indirect. Under each illustration, cite the passage from which you obtained the example. Then, write a 500-word typed essay that elucidates upon how these conflicts present Emily in a sympathetic manner. 

· Follow your AP-Rubric for the essay. Remember that you must turn-in at least two versions of the paper. 

· Your Chart Rubric:

· 40 points: There are at least 25 examples of conflict.

· 30 points: Events are clear and contain parenthetical citations.

· 30 points: The chart is AP-level

· Rewrite the story in a detailed and chronological manner from the point-of-view of Tobe. The rewrite must be 750-words or more (typed!) and begin In Medias Res. (Think of it as a statement to the police after the story has ended. It all began when…) 

· Your Rubric:

· 25 points: Your retelling is clearly told from Tobe’s point-of-view.

· 30 points: Your retelling is shaded by the appropriate (not random) values and opinions of Tobe. 

· 25 points: The retelling is chronological and begins In Medias Res.

· 20 points: The retelling contains conflicts presented in the story. 

