POETRY TERMS

Forms and Rhythms

1. Line: A vertical grouping (or lack thereof) of words in a poem. 
2. Stanza: A group of lines in a poem

3. Envoi: A final stanza that is very short

4. Refrain: Repetition of a line or group of lines throughout the poem (think of a song!)

5. Couplet: A group of two lines that usually rhyme and have the same rhythm

a. Your breath makes me want to puke/Your hygiene I must rebuke  
6. Heroic Couplet: Two lines of rhymed iambic pentameter.
a. I know when you do not bother to read/ SparkNotes and Shmoop will just make your grade bleed

7. Tercet: A group or rhymed or unrhymed three lines

8. Quatrain: A group of four lines (then sextet, octet/octave, etc)


9. Cinquain: A five line poem in which the syllable count increases in each line from two to four to six to eight then back to two. 

10. Rhyme Royal: A poem of seven lines in iambic pentameter with a rhyme scheme of ABABBCC.

11. Canto: A long subsection of an epic or longer poem. 

12. Free Verse: A poem without a set structure of rhythm or rhyme.

13. Blank Verse: An unrhymed poem in iambic pentameter

14. Ballad: A poem that tells a story about a specific event (also called a Narrative. Ballads have typically been passed down orally. 
15. Concrete Poetry: When the poet uses the text to create a visual image of the subject itself. 

16. Dirge: a brief hymn of lamentation or grief

17. Elegy: A poem that laments the dead, but usually ends in consolation

18. Epic Poem: A long poem concerning the journey of a hero
19. Epigram: A pithy, witty poem
20. Epistle: A poem in the form of a letter. It usually addresses someone close to the writer 
21. Lyric Poem: A short poem that was originally meant for music

22. Ode: A long poem about a stately or serious subject

23. Palinode: A poem that recants what a poet has previously asserted in another poem. 

24. Pastoral or Bucolic: A poem that depicts a rural scene

25. Rondeau: A round. 

26. Sestina: A complex 39-line poem that contains six stanza of six lines and a three-line ending. In each line, words are repeated in a specific order:

a. 123456/615243/364125/532614/451362/246531/(6-2)(1-4)(5-3)
27. Sonnet: A poem of fourteen lines in iambic pentameter (see below) 

a. Shakespearean/Elizabethan Sonnet: Rhyme of ABABCDCDEFEFGG and divided into three quatrains and a couplet.

b. Italian or Petrarchan Sonnet: Rhyme of ABBAABBACDCDCD or ABBA ABBACDECDE and divided by an octave and sestet
28. Triolet: an eight-line stanza having just two rhymes and repeating the first line and the fourth and seventh lines, and the second line as the eighth line. 

29. Villanelle: A poem of 19-lines in which the first and third line alternately repeat throughout. It is typically divided into five tercets and one quatrain. 

Sound

1. Versification: The system of rhyme and meter in poetry.

2. Stress/Accent: The emphasis given to certain sounds—usually long vowels or words with high pitch

3. Scansion: Marking the stresses in a line of poetry

4. Rhyme: words that have similar sounds

a. End rhyme: Rhyme that occurs at the end of lines of poetry

i. Example: “’Cause even our birthdays is cursed days/ A born thug in the first place, the worst ways”

b. Internal Rhyme: Rhyme that occurs inside a line of poetry

i. Example: “While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,/ As someone gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door.”
c. Real Rhyme: Rhyme that is exact

i. Example: “Now ain’t nobody tell us it was fair/No love from my daddy ‘cause the coward wasn’t there”

d. Half or Slant Rhyme: Rhyme that is not exact, but implied

i. “They say I’m wrong and I’m heartless, but all along/ I was lookin’ for a father he was gone”

e. Feminine Rhyme: A multi-syllable rhyme that ends in an unstressed syllable

i. Example:”Think’st thou to seduce me then with words that have no meaning?” 
f. Masculine Rhyme: A rhyme that ends in a stressed syllable

i. Example: “ I died and came back/ I hustle these lyrics as if it’s a game of crack”

5. Rhyme Scheme: The pattern of the rhyme. ABBA or ABAB or ABCAB etc

6. Alliteration: The repetition of sounds at the beginning of a word.

a.  Example: “Suspended from school and scared to go home, I was a fool/ With the big boys breaking all the rules”
7. Consonance: Repetition of consonant sounds usually within the words
a. Example: “As quietness distilled/As Twilight long begun”
8. Assonance: Repetition of vowel sounds within the words
a. Example: “Men sell wedding bells”
9. Caesura: A natural pause in the middle of a line

a. “Now Brenda’s gotta make her own way can’t go to her family” (notice the pause between way and can’t)

10. Enjambment: The continuation of an idea between lines that is read like prose

a. Example: “She tried to hide her pregnancy/From her family who really didn’t care to see”

11. Punctuation: How the poet uses commas, periods, semicolons, etc to make pauses in sound

a. Example: “We used to be like distant cousins, fightin’, playin’ dozens” or “So I gotta stay paid, no doubt. Day in and day out.”
12. Foot: A unit of measurement for the meter, typically with a stressed and unstressed syllable.
a. Anapest: a metrical foot of three syllables—two short unstressed and one long stressed

i. Example: “I am out” or overcome (o-ver-come)
b. Iamb: A metrical foot of two syllables—one unstressed and one stressed

i. Example: “To me” 

c. Dactylt: a metrical foot of three syllables—one stressed and two short unstressed  

i. Example: Basketball (Ba-sket-ball) or Poetry (Po-e-try)

d. Spondee: A metrical foot of two stressed syllables

i. Example: “I spy”
e. Trochee: A metrical foot of two syllables---one stressed and one unstressed

i. Example: “Me too.”
13. Meter: The rhythmical pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables
a. Tetrameter: Four metrical feet per line

i. Example: “He car-ried weight- like a- Mack truck”

b. Pentameter: Five metrical feet per line

i. Example: “Vio-lins dance-and notes-draw dis-aster.
c. Heptameter: Seven metrical feet per line

i. Example: “They might- hold me- for a- second-, but these- punks won’t- get me.”

Figurative Language

1. Allegory: an extended metaphor in which the characters, places, and objects carry meaning, typically religious or moral in nature

2. Allusion: a reference to something else in culture: typically literary, mythological, historical, or biblical

a. Like Hercules, he lifted the box from my feeble arms and carried it seven blocks. 

3. Anachronism: when something is misplaced in time, but intended to make a point. 

a. Clocks in Julius Caesar. 
4. Antithesis: a contrast of two equal ideas

a. To err is human, to forgive is divine
5. Aphorism: a short, pithy statement intended to make a point about life

a. The early bird catches the worm

6. Apostrophe: Words spoken to a dead or inanimate object or idea

a. Stupid computer!
7. Collage (Pastiche): the act of pasting elements from other forms—like song lyrics or articles or speeches--into the poem for effect
8. Conceit: a fanciful and intellectual metaphor popular during the Metaphysical Period in which the metaphor was developed throughout—see John Donne
9. Hyperbole: An extreme exaggeration

a. Any “yo mama” joke
10. Idiom: A language-specific saying not intended literally

a. Chill out
11. Metaphor: a comparison between two unlike things
a. Melon head
12. Metonymy: A figure of speech in which one word is substituted for another in which it is closely associated

a. The pen is mightier than the sword. 
13. Litotes (Understatement): A figure of speech in which a positive that is negating its opposite

a. Not a bad idea. 
14. Onomatopoeia: Words that sound like what they mean

a. BAM! 
15. Oxymoron: words that seem to contradict one another

a. Jumbo shrimp
16. Paradox: A seemingly nonsensical assertion that actually makes sense

a. War is peace!
17. Personification: Giving inanimate objects human qualities

a. Mirror staring at you.
18. Pun: wordplay that uses homonyms, usually intended to be funny

a. See Pun Husky
19. Simile: a comparison between two unlike things using like or as

a. The tissue was as soft as a whisper.
20. Synecdoche: When a part replaces a whole

a. Tickle the ivories (the ivories represent the whole piano)
21. Synesthesia: When two senses are used together to form an image

a. Loud color

22. Trope: A figure of speech when something is not meant literally (a metaphor or metonymy)

OTHER ELEMENTS TO CONSIDER:

1. IMAGERY

2. TONE

3. THEME

