· The Renaissance (1564-1616) was a time of cultural rebirth. Monks recovered ancient Greek and Roman texts and translated them. Society tried to mimic classical ideals, meaning they believed what the ancient societies believed. One of these beliefs was called Humanism. Humanism focuses on human beings, stating that man is the measure of all things under God. If man can believe in God, who is perfect, man’s position on Earth is the highest. Petrarch, an Italian monk, was the father of Humanism. He once said that man should follow reason (or logic/ truth) as far as it goes, then take a leap of faith. 

Because people began to believe in Humanism, they began to study the Humanities: history, rhetoric (debate), moral philosophy, grammar, poetry, and logic (similar to math). They believed that this kind of education would allow them to fulfill their potential. Today a humanities education is available at Liberal Arts schools. These schools focus on literature, foreign language, logic, and the arts. 

Nationalism, the identification of a nation, was also stressed. The greatest tool in nationalism is language. Grammar was stressed because it helped identify people from particular regions. 

· The Reformation began with Martin Luther. Luther was dissatisfied with the Catholic Church because he believed that it was very corrupt. One of the most corrupt practices of the Catholic Church at that time was the sale of indulgences. Basically these were tokens that guaranteed the person’s or a loved one’s entrance into Heaven. Priests would roam the countryside and sell these indulgences. This practice made Luther disgusted with the greed and wealth of the Catholic Church. He believed that man did not need priests as a go-between for God or false idols (like saints); one should focus on faith alone.

· The Great Chain of Being was a theory that was embraced during Shakespeare’s time. The Great Chain of Being states that the universe has a definite and hierarchical order, meaning that everything in the world has an order that goes from the top-dog down to the little-dog. The top-dog of the chain was God, who represented perfection. Hanging from a chain underneath God were the Angels, who represented intuitive reason (knowing what’s right by instinct). Man appears third on the chain and represents growth, sense, motion, appetite, and reason. Below man are animals. Animals have growth, sense, motion, and appetite. They, however, do not have the capacity to reason (think things through). Next, plants appear on the chain. Plants have growth, motion, and sense (they react to light). On the bottom of the chain hang rocks. Rocks have none of the above. 

· The Doctrine of Cosmic Correspondence states that every part of existence affects and reflects one another. For example, the state of man and the state of government affect and reflect one another. Think of how different the lives of Iraqis are compared to Americans. The Doctrine of Cosmic Correspondence looks similar to a bull’s-eye. The outer circle represents the Celestial Universe, which is headed by God. Within that circle is the natural universe. This universe is headed by the sun. (This period of time is the time of Copernicus who first stated that all the planets revolve around the sun). The third circle is the state or body politic, which is headed by the king. People at this time believed that the king had a divine right or was a go-between for God. Underneath the king is the family. The father, who set the rules of the family, headed the family category. The last category (and the inner circle) represents man. Governing man is reason, the capacity to think. 

· The people of Shakespeare’s time believed that the human body contained four elements—air, water, fire, and earth—in the form of humors. They also believed that one’s personality was determined by the dominating humor. If one was dominated by blood (air), they were said to be light-hearted and humorous. If one was dominated by phlegm (water), they were said to be dull and kind. If one was dominated by yellow bile (fire), they were said to be irritable or crabby. And if one was dominated by black bile (earth), they were said to be melancholy or sad. 

· The political life of England during Shakespeare’s time was divided between Elizabeth I and James I. During this time, people believed in the divine rights of kings. Many thought that God appointed the king and queen for reasons unknown to the subjects. Therefore, if one disobeys the king or queen, one is disobeying God’s will. 

Elizabeth I, the Virgin Queen, was a Protestant, but allowed Catholics to practice in secret without persecution. Because she was a woman, Elizabeth had to overcome popular views about feminine weakness. To maintain control of her throne she never married. She became the model for many of Shakespeare’s female characters. 

James I, formerly James IV of Scotland, came to throne after Elizabeth I. He firmly believed in the divine right and in indulging oneself. He was an extravagant man who would throw lavish parties. He was also a headstrong man who created a rift between the court and the Parliament over religious issues. This rift eventually led to a civil war.

· The social life of most British was divided between the nobility (who had wealth, ancestry, and power) and the remainder of England. To prevent social climbers, the nobility created rules of dress (you can only wear certain colors and materials). 

The role of the woman in Shakespeare’s England was to follow the command of the man. Women were not educated outside of the home. Inheritance went to the first-born male. If an only-child woman married she lost all rights to inherited property, which may be why Elizabeth I remained unmarried throughout her reign. And women had to follow the orders of the father or husband. 

Daily life in England began before dawn and continued until sundown. Most people ate lunch, the primary meal, at noon. After nightfall most people would socialize. Only those who were literate or could afford books would read.

Mortality rates (death rates) were high during this time. Diseases spread rapidly because physicians didn’t know about sterilization or antiseptics. The bubonic plague broke out twice in London. Most people regarded the plague as God’s will and didn’t understand how it was spread (by fleas!). Often, during the outbreaks, public places (like theaters) were closed.

