SAT Vocabulary: Unit Three

10th Grade Literature and Composition


Determine the definition of each word using the context clues in each sentence. 

1. Baffle (V) to confuse or frustrate

a. I was baffled at the teacher’s lecture. I didn’t understand anything she said.

2. Banal (Adj) 

a. The new song was banal because it sounded like all the other ones on the radio.

3. Bawl (V) 

a. He bawled so much over his mother’s death that he went through a box of Kleenex. 

4. Bedaub (V) 

a. He bedaubed the paper mache project with glue.

5. Begrudge (V) 

a. I begrudged my brother because he got a walkman on his 10th birthday.  

6. Belittle (V) 

a. They belittled the girl by ridiculing her wardrobe.

7. Bemoan (V) 

a. I bemoaned my grandfather’s death.

8. Benevolent (Adj) 

a. They thought he was benevolent because he volunteered twenty hours a week.

9. Benign (Adj) 

a. The tumor was benign./ Even though she looked like a thug, she was completely benign.

10. Bewilder (V) 

a. She couldn’t concentrate because the classroom noise befuddled her. 

11. Blithe (Adj) 

a. She was blithe when she won the Grammy.

12. Boorish (Adj) 

a. Her boorish behavior of talking over everyone made her unpopular.

13. Bountiful (Adj) 

a. Food during Thanksgiving is always bountiful at my house.

14. Brevity (N) 

a. The brevity of my mom’s lecture was refreshingly rare.

15. Broach (V) 

a. Broaching the possibility of a breakup is always difficult.

16. Brusque (Adj) 

a. The boy’s brusque greeting told me he wasn’t going to ask me for a date.

17. Buffoon (N) 

a. Don’t act like a buffoon when it’s time to learn.

18. Bungle (V) 

a. I sometimes bungle a lesson by not being clear with directions.

19. Buoyant (Adj) 

a. Ducks are buoyant.

20. Bustle (V) 

a. I often bustle to work so that I can sign-in on time. 

Create an illustration and sentence for each vocabulary word. 

Example:
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Anton bawled because he was hungry and wet. 

Copy the following synonyms. Then match the vocabulary word to the synonyms.

1. Sob, Wail, Decry

2. Gentle, Caring, Harmless

3. Copious, Profuse, Plentiful

4. Abase, Demean, Put Down

5. Joker, Fool, Ass

6. Carefree, Happy, Amiable

7. Rush, Hurry, Be Busy

8. Raise, Mention, Approach

9. Perplex, Flummox, Stump

10. Able to Drift, Able to Hover

11. Covet, Desire, Resent

12. Generous, Giving, Compassionate

13. Abrupt, Curt, Brisk

14. Baffle, Puzzle, Confound

15. Succinctness, Shortness, Conciseness

16. Ordinary, Dull, Predictable

17. Ruin, Do Badly, Botch

18. Lament, Bewail, Regret

19. Impolite, Uncouth, Offensive

20. Coat, Cover, Spread

