Symbolism

Due Date:

AP English: J. Keeler


Symbol
· An object, person, action, or place that has literal meaning in the story, but also represents something larger. A symbol may have more than one meaning or may connote multiple interpretations. All symbols fall into either of the following categories:

· Universal or Archetypal:  A set of symbols that are a part of the human experience and are consistent throughout cultures.

· Grim Reaper, The Earth Mother, the Wise Old Man

· Conventional Symbols: These symbols are only shared by those who experience the same culture.

· The Vapid Heiress, Snakes as Evil
Types of Symbolism

· Name Symbolism

· Sometimes a character’s name can represent an aspect of their personality or a larger message in the text. Think of Pony from The Outsiders. A pony is a young horse, and though Pony the character  is initiated into  manhood, he wants to always be able to look at the world with fresh eyes—“stay golden.” 

· Object or Action Symbolism
· Objects and Actions can be Symbolic. In Night, Juliek’s violin was a symbol of beauty and truth being destroyed just as Hitler destroyed the Jews. Also, the hanging of the pipet was a symbol of innocence destroyed.

· Place Symbolism

· Often writers place their characters in symbolic landscapes. The forest, for example, is often a symbol for mysticism and devilry. In Hemingways’s Hills Like White Elephants, the railway represents the crossroads at which the couple have arrived. They can choose to travel either way—just as she can choose to abort or not. 

Rules for Symbols
· A Symbol may have more than one meaning. It may, in fact, have a multitude of meanings. Think of the quilts in Walker’s Everyday Use, which can symbolize tradition, family, heritage, beauty, usefulness, and changing values. 

· The meaning must be different from what the object or person embodies. Money often will not symbolize wealth, but may symbolize a larger message such as that wealth cannot influence the human heart. 

· The meaning must be established and supported. You cannot just guess as to what something symbolizes, you must prove it. Always have evidence to support your claim. 

Allegory

· An allegory is a story that has a second meaning. Many people believe that biblical stories are simply allegories that teach us how to live and behave.

Assignments:

1. From the past stories we have read, gather 20 symbols. Create a chart in which you name and elaborate upon what those objects, people, actions, etc symbolize. Your explanations must be at least 50-words each and cite the text. 

2. Read Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Young Goodman Brown and annotate. Write a 250-word paper in which you support or refute that the story is an allegory of mankind’s innate evil using symbolism as the basis of your argument. 

3. Read Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings and annotate.  In an outline, assert and prove the theme of the story. You must use textual examples and cite them. 


