American Literature: Transcendental Vocabulary

1. admonish (v) to scold or to caution

2. antipathy (n) disgust, or an instinctive hate of something

3. atmosphere (n) the mood associated with the place

4. blight (n) any cause of destruction (v) to cause destruction or ruin

5. blithe (adj) joyous 

6. clod (n)  a piece of earth/clay or an idiot
7. egotism (n) selfishness or excessive arrogance
8. factor (n) one element contributing to a situation (v) to influence as an element
9. implicit (adj) implied instead of directly stated
10. iniquity (n) a gross evil or injustice
11. integral (adj) necessary to complete the whole
12. morbid (adj) gruesome 
13. obscure (adj) unclear or hard to perceive
14. ostentatious (adj) showy in an arrogant manner or intended to attract notice
15. paradox (n) a statement or situation that contradicts itself
16. pensive (adj) full of serious or sad thought 
17. plausible (adj) believable or seemingly truthful
18. precarious (adj) dependent on the will of others; “on shaky ground”
19. stagnant (adj) stale and motionless and sluggish
20. transparent (adj) sheer or easily seen through
Part Two

Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences. YOU MUST USE THE WORD IN YOUR RESPONSE. 
1. Describe a time when someone has admonished you for doing something that you did not understand was wrong.
2. Why would someone feel antipathy toward you?

3. Describe the perfect class atmosphere. 

4. If the zombie apocalypse became a blight, how would you survive?

5. Describe  the most blithe person you know.  What makes him or her blithe?
6. In what ways do you feel like a clod? 

7. Is it always detrimental to be egotistic? Why?

8. What factors do you have in your life that encourages your success?

9. Describe the difference between an explicit and implicit threat.
10. Why do you think that serial killers have such iniquity? 

11. In your opinion, what is integral to being a good teacher?

12. Do you think the serial killers were born morbid or do you think that they become that way?

13. What is the most obscure allusion in a song you have ever heard?

14. Describe a common paradox. 
15. Do you feel that people are ostentatious because they are insecure? Or, do you feel that if you have money, you should show it? Why?

16. What makes you pensive? Why?

17. Describe the most plausible excuse that your parent or guardian has believed—even though it is false.

18. Describe the most precarious situation that you have overcome.

19. If you were on a desert island and the only source of fresh water was a stagnant pool, would you drink from it? Why?

20. Do you feel that teachers should be transparent about their grading practices or do you think that they are the expert and can do as they think best?

Part Four

Find three synonyms for each word. List them. 

Part Six

Write a letter to me. Tell me why we should not have homework for the remainder of the year. 

