The Crucible: Unit 3 Vocabulary


1. befuddle (v)—to confuse with arguments, facts, or statements
2. flail (v)—to violently lash at or beat
3. gait (n)—manner of moving (especially in walking)
4. immaculate (adj)—spotlessly clean or pure
5. incredulous (adj)—unbelieving or showing skepticism. 
6. indignant (adj)-- characterized by showing anger at something unjust, unfair, or offensive

7. probity (n)—honesty and righteousness

8. qualm (n)—regret 

9. wily (adj)—crafty or cunning

10. wrath (n)—revenge in the name of strong anger

Exercise One

Determine which sentence is the best example of the word’s use. 

	
	A
	B

	1
	I looked at the Jordan Curve Theorem on the geometry test and was befuddled. 
	I awoke at two am befuddled by the fire alarm. 

	2
	John was flailed in the cafeteria fight. 
	The accused witch was flailed in public for all to see. 

	3
	He has the gait of a lion stalking its prey in the tall grass of the Serengeti. 
	He gaited to my door with such swagger that I fell in love. 

	4
	My mom always makes me scrub the floor until it is so immaculate that I can see my reflection. 
	He did not want to drink from the tap, but I convinced him that the water was immaculate. 

	5
	I wanted to see the movie, but my mom would not let me go because I didn’t clean my room. I was so incredulous.
	The principal was incredulous that they had the audacity to smoke in the bathroom.

	6
	I wanted to see the movie, but my mom would not let me go because I didn’t clean my room. I was so indignant. 
	The principal was indignant that they had the audacity to smoke in the bathroom. 

	7
	Although I was accused of calumny, I have always prided myself on my probity. 
	The probity made her a leader in her church.

	8
	I qualm that I did not take advantage of the free SAT class, for I made a 1000 on the test.
	Although I have made many mistakes, I have no qualms because I have learned from each one of them. 

	9
	Sara was a wily student who always seemed to know when the teacher was not looking. 
	The necklace that Bertha made was extremely wily; it had purple beads and feathers. 

	10
	The wrath of many Americans was felt when Georgia passed its immigration law. 
	After I broke the window, I felt my mom’s wrath in the form of a slap upside my head. 


Exercise Two

Answer the following questions:

1. Describe a time when you have been so befuddled at an assignment that you have wanted to quit. 
2. Is it constructive to flail children for minor offences? Why?

3. Describe the gait of your best friend. 

4. Do you wish to live in immaculate surroundings or do you crave clutter? Why?

5. Describe a time when you have been incredulous.

6. Describe a time when you have been indignant and acted on that indignation. 

7. Do you have probity when it comes to your parents or guardians? 
8. What is your biggest qualm in life? Why?

9. Describe someone at school who is completely wily. 

10. Have you ever acted on wrath? Why?

Exercise Three

Concepts: Create one concept stem and three ideas for each word. 

Example:

	Detestable People:

1. Hitler

2. Casey Anthony

3. OJ Simpson


	Things that are Detestable:

1. scorpions

2. headaches

3. zealots


Exercise Four

Divide your paper in half. On one side, create an original sentence for each word. On the other half, create an illustration for the word. 

Exercise Five

Match the synonyms.

	1. befuddle ______

2. flail _____

3. gait _____

4. immaculate _____

5. incredulous _____

6. indignant _____

7. probity _____

8. qualm _____ 

9. wily _____

10. wrath ____


	a. doubtful, distrustful, questioning

b. flawless, taintless, unsoiled

c. perplex, muddle, disorient

d. misgiving, remorse, apprehension

e. deceptive, scheming, smooth

f. livid, furious, irate

g. bearing, motion, canter

h. fury, storm, conniption

i. integrity, morality, rectitude

j. bash, thrash, smash


Exercise Six
Categorize the Words
	Words dealing with anger
	Words dealing with your adherence to a religious ideology
	Words dealing with motion
	Words dealing with feelings

	
	
	
	


Exercise Seven
Fill in the blank. 

1. Because of her _____________, I allowed her to take care of my house during vacation. 

2. Sometimes I get _____________________ when I cannot understand a concept and have to ask the teacher to help me. 

3. Her ____________________ness was known in the neighborhood, so parents discouraged their children from befriending her for fear that their children would be involved in her schemes. 

4. Many people in America felt __________________ation when Zimmerman was found not guilty. 

5. Bombing Syria may be a terrible idea because in their ________________, they may counterattack.

6. I don’t think Bin Ladin or George Bush had any ___________ about their war.

7. The mother __________ed the child with an extension chord, therefore the child was removed from the abusive home. 

8. I was ________________ about the fact that the dance was cancelled because two girls fought in the cafeteria. 
9. The hotel room was _________________ and dressed in shades of cream and white. 

10. Bernard’s ____________was odd for a man of thirty: he bounced on his toes as he walked. 
Exercise Eight

Review

